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GREENWICH VILLAGE HISTORIC DiSTRICT DESIGNATION REPORT:
Volume 1 (1969) #308

“This three-story residence was one of a row of three houses built by Solomon Banta in 1847, of which two were replaced by the apartment building at Nos. 310-
312. This was originally a Greek Revival house; it still retains the proper proportions and corniced lintels at the windows and doorway. A high brick parapet with stone
coping replaces the original cornice.”

Greenwich Village WEST 12TH STREET

Greenwich Village Historic District

Manhattan
Designated April 29, 1969

[ Historic District Boundaries

7 N
/ @ 76 STORY

1. MAP OF GREENWICH VILLAGE HISTORIC DISTRICT 2. ENLARGED BLOCK PLAN & PROJECT LOCATION 3. EXISTING CONDITION OF 308 WEST 4TH STREET
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1. TAX PHOTO - ¢.1940

308 W. 4TH ST. ARCHITECT
TOWNHOUSE BADE STAGEBERG COX

25 CHAPEL STREET, SUITE 600

308 WEST 4TH BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11201
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NY, NY 10014

2. DESIGNATION PHOTO - ¢.1970 3. TAX PHOTO - ¢.1980
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6 over 6 windows

Lowered windows
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NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION-

ROWHOUSE MANUAL, P4

BRICKS AND BROWNSTONE

THE NEW YORK ROW HOUSE 1733-1929
CHAPTER 2 GREEK REVIVAL STYLE, P97

The Greek Revival Style
(1830-1850)

- characterized by simple
and bold architectural
elements, imitating
Greek motifs;

- three to three and one-half
stories high with basement,
sometimes an attic story
below the cornice;

- brownstone base with
brick upper fagade
(laid in English bond);

- stoop of medium height
with wrought- or cast-iron

handrails, fence, and newels ‘r—: T ==
- vertical paneled wood door; 41 H II - |
. BER '
- grand entrance pilasters, Llig L Ll l

sidelights, and stone

enframements; s —

: . | ) corrr ( orseraers
- six-over-six double-hung @ 1 T ]
wood windows, six-over-nine |' = [ L

]
Ml
I
often on the parlor floor, | 1 [ 1 I J
and sometimes small 9!
P . i | | J Ll kL
attic windows; WAl 4
- modest molded stone i /1 g— —
window lintels and sills; and & __\é_‘ 'TH { ',.“i‘ W
) ) P — |5-F mEs
- wood dentiled cornice. L ¥ — l j- fiig | —
THUDLIGQLTU 111 LIISTOC AU VOETLIDW I NI LD W) ¥ ¥ wres s0ssar s g —_——— wr e

Some of the most beautiful Greek Revival style iron work was on the parlor~wmdow balcony, 2
feature introduced on New York row houses around 1830. The palatial Late Federal row houses often
were built five or ten feet deeper than similar houses only a few years earlier to gain the large parlors
suitable for entertaining, and parlor windows dropped to the floor to light and ventilate the large
rooms. To shield the parlor from the sight of passersby on the street, the builder added a simple iron
railing or “window guard” to the lower portion of each parlor window or a single several-foot-high
balcony, protruding several feet from the fagade and running between the two windows. With a
larger area than the stoop railing or single window guardrailing, the two—wmdow‘w:de balcony offered

splendid opportunities for iron-work decoration, and most New York row houses
that dropped to the floor and were shielded by the low iron balcony into the 1850s.
gone because of decay and wartime scrap-iron drives, the few remaining parlor-window guards and
balconies in Manhattan and Brooklyn show the iron work and Greek Revival decorative motifs in
perhaps their most elaborate and imaginative forms.

gmostare-
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243 W12TH STREET

55 BANK STREET 57 BANK STREET 262 WEST 12TH STREET
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GREEK REVIVAL FULL HEIGHT PARLOR FLOOR WINDOW PRECEDENTS WITHIN GREENWICH VILLAGE HISTORIC DISTRICT
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New tilt turn windows
in existing opening,

typ.

New tilt turn windows
in restored brick
opening

New tilt turn windows
in existing opening,
typ.

New tilt turn window
in enlarged masonry
opening, area of brick
to be removed shown
dashed

New tilt turn window in
existing door opening

New tilt turn window in
new masonry opening,
existing window shown
dashed

New steel lintel

New lift slide door and
fixed glass panel in
new masonry opening

Existing CMU garden
wall

Existing garden level
Lowered garden level
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REAR YARD FROM ROOF
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Light well to south Light well to south

Rear vard to northwest Rear vard wall from 306 West

4th Street, west of yard

Rear yard wall at southwest
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Extent of lowered yard
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PROPOSED REAR YARD PLAN
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Existing rear yard level

Lowered rear yard level
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CELLAR DEMOLITION PLAN
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BASEMENT DEMOLITION PLAN
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PROPOSED BASEMENT PLAN

New windows

New window/door
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FIRST FLOOR DEMOLITION PLAN
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New windows at
enlarged openings

$ FINISHED FLOOR
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New windows at
enlarged openings
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SECOND FLOOR DEMOLITION PLAN
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New windows

New windows

FINISHED FLOOR
ELEV + 20'-9"

MASTER BEDROOM
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New window at

enlarged opening

PROPOSED THIRD FLOOR PLAN

THIRD FLOOR DEMOLITION PLAN
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