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Please email the completed form or any questions to andrew@gvshp.org 
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Candidate Name 

 

 

1. Do you support the proposed rezoning of the University Place/Broadway and 3rd/4th Avenue 
Corridors put forward by GVSHP and City Councilmember Rosie Mendez which Mayor de 
Blasio and the Department of City Planning have thus far opposed?  If not, why? 

 

 



2. The City is proposing a Tech Hub for 124 East 14th Street.  Whatever the merits of the 
proposed project, under current conditions it is extremely likely this project will accelerate the 
extension of “Silicon Alley” south from Union Square down to Astor Place, and through the 
University Place/Broadway/3rd Avenue/4th Avenue corridors, vastly increasing pressure for out- 
of-scale and commercial development in this largely residential area. Community groups and 
Councilmember Mendez have said that the City should be required to approve the proposed 
zoning protections for the University Place to 3rd Avenue corridors in order to get City Council 
approval for the Tech Hub.  Would you be willing to use your leverage as a City Councilmember 
to condition your support for the Tech Hub upon the city approving zoning protections for the 
adjacent residential area? If not, why? 

 

 
 
 

3. Do you support the Small Business Jobs Survival Act?  Though the bill has support from a 
majority of City Councilmembers, it has never been given a hearing, much less a vote.  If you 
support it, what would you do to help get the bill a hearing and vote? If you don’t support it, why 
not? 

 

 



4. What other measures would you support to help small businesses survive in our 
neighborhood? Would you support a special zoning district for the East Village that limits the 
size of stores and the number or placement of chain stores? 

 

 

5. Do you support having the former P.S. 64/Charas-El Bohio Cultural Center at 605 E. 9th 
Street returned to a true community use, rather than converted to a dorm, as the current owner/ 
developer has sought to do?  If so, given the owner’s opposition and the City’s resistance to 
taking a more active and helpful role, how would you achieve this? 

 

 



6. Many preservationists and New Yorkers feel that the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
has become increasingly lax in its regulation of historic districts and landmarked properties, in 
that it has allowed increasingly out-of-context changes to landmarked buildings and new 
construction within historic districts.  Do you agree with this assessment, and if so, what would 
you do as Councilmember to help address this? 

 

 

7. The Mayor has made clear that he is opposed to any rezoning of any area UNLESS it 
involves a very significant upzoning (increase in allowable size of development), EVEN if the 
proposed rezoning would introduce affordable housing incentives or requirements where none 
currently exist.  What do you think of this? And if you are not in favor of the Mayor’s position, 
what would you do about it? 

 

 



8. How would you work to reduce the inordinate influence of the real estate industry over policy 
in New York City and in city government? 

 

 

9. Some, including the Real Estate Board of NY, have tried to make the argument that historic 
preservation and preserving and promoting affordability are incompatible.  Do you agree or 
disagree with this perspective?  Please explain why. 

 

 



10. Where would preserving neighborhood scale, character, and historic resources fit into your 
priorities, and how would you go about achieving it?  What obstacles or conflicts would you 
anticipate, and how would you deal with those? 

 

 


	Candidate Name: Jasmin Sanchez
	Blasio and the Department of City Planning have thus far opposed If not why: I support the rezoning plan put forward by GVSHP because the most pressing problem to me is preserving the character and history of our district.  As the next City Councilwoman, I will not allow development without the GVSHP proposal implemented. Council member Mendez is a strong advocate.  I will continue that fight once elected.  I have stated that I would have wanted to see decent, integrated, and permanently affordable housing where the Tech Hub is slated.  I will fight to pass the rezoning plan and preserve the character of our district.
	adjacent residential area: With de Blasio's stance on creating and increasing affordable housing throughout the city, I would have thought that this 258,000 square feet site would have been ideal for decent, permanently and integrated housing.  However, since it is slated as a Tech Hub, I would support the proposed Tech Hub if and only if the rezoning put forth by GVSHP is implemented. I have seen other elected officials negotiate successful zoning to benefit their districts and I will do the same.
	not: I do support the Small Business Jobs Survival Act.  If this bill is passed it will provide a lifeline to many businesses that are being forced out.  The Small Business Jobs Survival Act will provide our small business community with a fighting chance to negotiate in good faith with the property owner by insuring a commercial lease renewal that is equitable to all parties concerned.    My grandfather worked at a hardware store on Clinton Street when he arrived from Puerto Rico in 1959.  I know first hand how important that job was for my family's stability and survival.I will stand with Councilwoman Palma and vote in favor of this bill. I don't understand why it hasn't passed. Elected officials stand tall and say that they fight for and support small businesses yet this bill has never been given a hearing.  We have a democratic mayor, speaker and the majority of seats in the council, so what's the issue?In my remarks as the next City Councilwoman, I would present to my colleagues that the SBJSA is legal and bring forth the review conducted in 2010 which indicates this.  The SBJSA doesn't coincide with the Berkeley bill. I will also launch a small business assessment for every city council district.  This will detail the number of businesses that have closed, number of residents that depend on small businesses for employment or daily goods, and the ones that have been unsuccessful in negotiating their leases and have been priced out.The small business community has waited long enough. Each day that passes brings them closer to extinction.
	size of stores and the number or placement of chain stores: I have publicly proposed the creation of the Loisaida Business Improvement District. For the record, the Loisaida is east of the East Village and negatively referred to as Alphabet City. The catchment area for the proposed BID is East Houston Street to 14th Street, Avenue A through Avenue D.  This area was chosen because it is the most economically deprived.By forming a Loisaida BID it will result in a cleaner, safer and more attractive business district, a steady and reliable funding source for supplemental services and programs, the ability to respond quickly to the changing needs of the business community and give is a district that is better able to compete with nearby retail and business centers.I am further proposing that the current Lower East Side/East Village Historic District be expanded to cover a much broader area and that it include an expansion or creation of the "special zoning district" that passed the City Council several years ago.
	taking a more active and helpful role how would you achieve this: I believe that the Loisaida community lost a hidden treasure when former City Council Member Antonio Pagan had the Giuliani Administration auction off the old Public School 64. Mr. Gregg Singer, who purchased the building at a restricted auction, had no idea of the politics behind the issue and the community backlash that would occur.However, I will say, that former City Council Member Lopez and the incumbent Mendez spent their tenures in office fighting to wrestle this jewel away from Singer. Aside from the fact that they failed, this property is legally owned by Singer.PS 64 was landmarked in 2006, thus limiting what Singer can do with this building. If Singer is abiding by the deed restrictions and is proposing to convert this building into dorms, then I would propose that the winner of the Democratic Primary sit down with him and try and resolve the issue for all parties concerned and move forward.This building has been sitting vacant for close to two decades and with so many services and resources being lost to the youth and families in our community, this should not be one of them.  A compromise needs to be reached by Singer, the elected officials and interested parties.  I am more than able and willing to facilitate this conversation and bring this issue to rest finally.
	you do as Councilmember to help address this: I agree with the assessment.  Overtime agencies have become lax in the way they regulate.  They are underfunded and understaffed which is the problem with most city and state agencies. The New York City Council may not appoint the members of the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC), but their budget, like everyone else’s, is determined and approved by the City Council. As the next City Councilwoman, I will work to establish the Landmarks Preservation Commission as a body independent of the City Council.  With so many real estate entities financing elected officials and candidates, this is the only way to ensure the preservation of our landmarked properties and historic districts.
	what would you do about it: I am opposed to the Mayor's policy for upzoning. What we don't want or need are mega towers in exchange for affordable housing. What we do need is to maintain the character of our neighborhoods for the good of those who currently reside here and for those who will eventually call this neighborhood home.I believe that by declaring areas historic districts, we will be able to preserve the current units and by having community based zoning, preserve the height limits and culture of my district. What we need is a Council Member who understands this and is prepared to fight the Mayor, someone who isn't afraid to stand and state "My district is not for SALE."
	in New York City and in city government: After "following the money" for all candidates, I would work on campaign finance reform. I feel that contributions to a candidate should solely be from members in the district they are looking to serve. I am a grassroots candidate and my contributions have been from residents in the district and Lower East Side. This is the way to finance a campaign and until this happens, I will not participate in the CFB's Matching Funds program.My district and neighboring districts have seen developments rise from the Lower East Side to midtown. What we haven't done well is hold our elected officials accountable. We voted them in and that is who they should serve.On that note, I have not accepted or sought out any contributions from real estate boards, small property owners,  or any other unaffiliated real estate developers. I would pass legislation and/or referendums that would limit campaign contributions from the real estate industry, thus decreasing their influence in NYC government.  Any candidate that accepts these contributions or contributions from elected officials who accept real estate contributions should not be trusted because favors will be owed at the expense of our community.
	disagree with this perspective Please explain why: I disagree with this perspective.  I believe that historic preservation and decent, integrated and permanently affordable housing are compatible.  This is when community based zoning comes into play and declaring historic districts.I think the real issue is determining what is truly affordable and for who.  Residents that have lived in the district are being priced out of their community and cannot afford afford to live in these "affordable units".  I am against how the Area Median Income (AMI) in NYC is calculated. Currently, our AMI is determined by the 5 boroughs, Rockland and Westchester counties. Westchester and Rockland have amended their housing acts to reflect the income within their community.  This means that NYC is no longer calculated in their AMI, however, Rockland and Westchester are still calculated in NYC's AMI, inflating it.  This, to me is the real problem when trying to justify affordability.
	anticipate and how would you deal with those: Fighting to preserve the East Side's rich history is on the top of my priorities. I reflect back on Washington, D.C. and how beautiful it is.  Seeing the blue sky, open green spaces, small businesses (no chain stores), little restaurants from locals and hearing that people can walk to work proves to me that this is not an illusion and can happen here, with the right City Council member. This is how I envision our district. I do not want to feel as if I am walking in the game of Tetris with mega towers landing in our community and businesses that try to fit into our community.  I do not have real estate backing and I can see that there will be opposition to my plan of creating height restrictions, tenant protections, open spaces, character and cultural preservation but I am fearless, vocal and a great negotiator.  I strongly believe that preserving the diverse neighborhoods in our district is key to addressing numerous issues. Some of our elected officials have been bought and so have our candidates.  In doing so, they have made deals and promises that have not and will not benefit our community.For me, if a developer wants to build in my district I will demand 50% - 100% decent, integrated and permanently affordable housing.  I will request that they rent their store fronts to mom and pop shops and that they invest in the needs of the district, i.e. if we need urgent care units, more schools, open spaces, then they need to build or provide space for us.We have gotten the short end of the stick time after time after time.  I am tired of candidates that have been "groomed", you aren't going to see any change if you elect them.  They may have excellent lip service and say the right things but their best interest is not our community.I am tired of lavish development coming at the expense of our city's most economically disadvantaged and we cannot lose the character of our District by losing our residents and history.


