
 

 
 
 
 

City Council District 2 Candidate Questionnaire 
Please email the completed form or any questions to andrew@gvshp.org 
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Candidate Name 

 

 

1. Do you support the proposed rezoning of the University Place/Broadway and 3rd/4th Avenue 
Corridors put forward by GVSHP and City Councilmember Rosie Mendez which Mayor de 
Blasio and the Department of City Planning have thus far opposed?  If not, why? 

 

 



2. The City is proposing a Tech Hub for 124 East 14th Street.  Whatever the merits of the 
proposed project, under current conditions it is extremely likely this project will accelerate the 
extension of “Silicon Alley” south from Union Square down to Astor Place, and through the 
University Place/Broadway/3rd Avenue/4th Avenue corridors, vastly increasing pressure for out- 
of-scale and commercial development in this largely residential area. Community groups and 
Councilmember Mendez have said that the City should be required to approve the proposed 
zoning protections for the University Place to 3rd Avenue corridors in order to get City Council 
approval for the Tech Hub.  Would you be willing to use your leverage as a City Councilmember 
to condition your support for the Tech Hub upon the city approving zoning protections for the 
adjacent residential area? If not, why? 

 

 
 
 

3. Do you support the Small Business Jobs Survival Act?  Though the bill has support from a 
majority of City Councilmembers, it has never been given a hearing, much less a vote.  If you 
support it, what would you do to help get the bill a hearing and vote? If you don’t support it, why 
not? 

 

 



4. What other measures would you support to help small businesses survive in our 
neighborhood? Would you support a special zoning district for the East Village that limits the 
size of stores and the number or placement of chain stores? 

 

 

5. Do you support having the former P.S. 64/Charas-El Bohio Cultural Center at 605 E. 9th 
Street returned to a true community use, rather than converted to a dorm, as the current owner/ 
developer has sought to do?  If so, given the owner’s opposition and the City’s resistance to 
taking a more active and helpful role, how would you achieve this? 

 

 



6. Many preservationists and New Yorkers feel that the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
has become increasingly lax in its regulation of historic districts and landmarked properties, in 
that it has allowed increasingly out-of-context changes to landmarked buildings and new 
construction within historic districts.  Do you agree with this assessment, and if so, what would 
you do as Councilmember to help address this? 

 

 

7. The Mayor has made clear that he is opposed to any rezoning of any area UNLESS it 
involves a very significant upzoning (increase in allowable size of development), EVEN if the 
proposed rezoning would introduce affordable housing incentives or requirements where none 
currently exist.  What do you think of this? And if you are not in favor of the Mayor’s position, 
what would you do about it? 

 

 



8. How would you work to reduce the inordinate influence of the real estate industry over policy 
in New York City and in city government? 

 

 

9. Some, including the Real Estate Board of NY, have tried to make the argument that historic 
preservation and preserving and promoting affordability are incompatible.  Do you agree or 
disagree with this perspective?  Please explain why. 

 

 



10. Where would preserving neighborhood scale, character, and historic resources fit into your 
priorities, and how would you go about achieving it?  What obstacles or conflicts would you 
anticipate, and how would you deal with those? 

 

 


	Candidate Name: Ronnie Cho
	Blasio and the Department of City Planning have thus far opposed If not why: I support the proposed rezoning of University Place/Broadway because the most pressing problem of our time is affordable housing. We cannot develop without restrictions and we need buildings along the University Place, Broadway, Third and Fourth Avenues corridors to have more affordable housing units and height and design restrictions so that these buildings do not ultimately change the character of our neighborhood.

	adjacent residential area: 
	not: Small businesses bring growth and innovation as well as employment opportunities to local communities– they are an important investment for our community. A variety of solutions have been proposed to address the current affordability crisis from zoning restrictions on chain stores to the provision of below-market commercial space in city-sponsored developments. Still many argue there’s only one real solution: establishing a right to lease renewal. The law does not even strip real estate groups of profits, but rather sets agreements in place that prevents landlords from engaging in dishonest business practices. Sometimes the less economically empowered need a government advocate to ensure they’re not being taken advantage of. SBJSA is an important law because it both protects and empowers small business owners where they otherwise be powerless.
Walking around District 2, I see many empty storefronts, previously occupied by small businesses run out by landlords. These empty storefronts, on which landlords receive tax breaks, diminish the local economy and let national corporation swoop in and make a profit. City Council has the votes. Now it needs the political will to take action and push this bill through.
	size of stores and the number or placement of chain stores: Additionally, I support a repeal of the commercial rent tax. This arbitrarily added tax puts business owners in District 2 at a disadvantage and makes it difficult for community institutions to keep their doors open. Additionally, I would go a step further and enact commercial rent stabilization for small locally owned businesses, especially for women and minority-owned businesses. Small businesses should not be subjected to the arbitrary rent increases as large commercial tenants; it is punitive toward their business success.
Additionally I would support a special commercial zoning district to limit store sizes with the exception of grocery stores (because parts of the the East Village and the Lower East Side are food deserts that lack access to grocery stores) and downzone the size of storefronts and ground floor space in new buildings with mixed zoning.
I will work alongside small business owners to protect and bring back local cafes, restaurants, professional creatives and boutiques to our many neighborhoods that have lost them over time.
	taking a more active and helpful role how would you achieve this: The building has now sat empty for almost two decades, and the owner Gregg Singer appears unable to give up on the idea of a college dormitory or somehow developing the space for for-profit use. At this point, he needs to move on and allow the City to purchase and repurpose the space. At our urging the City should repurchase the land and repurpose it as a community center, as it was from 1970s to 2001, or some other sort of public good. The space is too valuable and too central to remain unused and in development limbo. 
	you do as Councilmember to help address this: Given the sheer volume of landmark requests, its weekly hearings, and the variety of requests the Landmarks Preservation Commission regulates, LPC is clearly understaffed and underfunded. LPC’s Enforcement Department has only enough resources to respond to illegal work rather than being proactive to seek out out-of-context changes and construction within historic districts. As your next council member, I would fight to earmark more money toward LPC so that it can more proactively and more substantially protect against building and modifications violations. We need to stop having a complaint driven system and enact more proactive solutions especially when preserving the architecture and history of our city. 
	what would you do about it: I agree with the Mayor that we need more affordable housing stock and we need to build units but I disagree that we need to upzone developments to do so. We have plenty of luxury condos and co-ops housing stock overall. When developing and constructing new developments, we should be debating increasing the minimum ratio of affordable to market-rate housing from 80:20 to possibly up to 50:50. We can preserve our historic neighborhoods from upzoning but increase our affordable housing stock.
	in New York City and in city government: First, politicians should stop taking money from greedy real estate developers like Jared Kushner and Donald Trump. Second, with zoning and land use being such a large part of the City Council’s overall powers and priorities, it is inevitable that real estate industry would want to have some say. But as city council members, we need to have the political courage to stand up to the industry when they are circumventing the law to get around building affordable housing, when they take advantage of tax abatements like 421-A or J-51, when they make conditions unsafe for or under pay construction laborers, and build on our precious green space. 
	disagree with this perspective Please explain why: We need more affordable housing stock and we need to develop some places to increase that stock, but not at the complete cost to the preservation of some of most valued historical sites or needing to change the character of our neighborhoods. We need to take a look at what space is available to build affordable housing and ensure that all new buildings fit the character of the neighborhoods from masonry and stone facades to height restrictions. Every space should be carefully for its historic value and later every new building erected should follow certain architectural and design principles to better fit the character of our neighborhoods.
	anticipate and how would you deal with those: I believe it is necessary to preserve our historic neighborhoods and its historic sites and it is one of my top priorities. In a city council that seems to roll over to developers time-and-time again, I anticipate push back from those city council members and their developer backers but I am ready and willing to fight back against developers to preserve the unique character of our neighborhoods, bring back small local businesses, and demand any development include more affordable housing.


