(Page 1 of 7)

NEY TwinRoS.re =

s -
k. i
; SR TR NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST Parks & Recreation e State Campus ¢ Albany, N.Y. 12226 ¢ 518 457-4194
e ; : L:
i

Louis C. Jones
Chalrman

Conrad L. Wirth
Vice-Chairman

Ewald B. Nyquist

Seymour H. Knox

- John H. G. Pell April 12, 1972
. Laurance S. Rockefeller

Mildred F. Tayior

C. Mark Lawton
Director

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places

801 19th Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust,
the officially designated State Preservation Agency,
and as the State Liaison 0fficer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places:

Jefferson Market Courthouse, New York County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preser-
vation, in accordance with the criteria outlined in Sec-
tion 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the Trust would we1¢omQWthe opportunity
to discuss this submission with your offij .

Sincgrely,

& Ranndiankia

‘%{ State of New York <« Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor « Parks & Recreation e Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
2
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

. [
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE New York
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES New York
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
{Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
1. NAME
COMMON:
Jefferson Market Courthouse
ANMD/OR HISTORIC: O ,‘.‘
FFICE ¢
[2. LOCATION =
STREET ANC NUMBER:
125 Avenue of the Americas
CITY OR TOWN:
New York
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE
New York 24 New York £l
[3. CLASSIFICATION - >
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
1 District %] Building Public Public Acquisition: D Occupied Yes: )
[} Site ] Structure O Private [ In Process O Unoccupied a Resrrlcfcd
O Object O Beth [ Being Considered [ Preservation werk [# Unrestricted
in progress D No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
1 Agricultural 0 Government ] Park [0 Tronsportation [J Comments
1 Commercial O Industrial ] Private Residence ] Other (Specity)
[X Eduéational O Military (0 Raligisus Libpawy
] Entertainment [0 Museum O Scientific
F4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
[ JSE—
TWNER'S NAME: u_-: .
see continuation sheet =
STREET AMD NUMBER: g FI.
-
CITY OR TOWMN: STATE: CODE g
=
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: g
New York County Hall of Records = S
STREET AND NUMBER: g 3
305 Broadway -
SITY OR TOWN: STATE copE g
Mew York New York 36 |~
[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: g
Greenwich Village Historic District Report 3|
DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal T State 1 County [® Local ; g
DEFPOSITORY FOR SURVYEY RECORDS: g %
. @
_____New York City jandmarks Preservation Comnission alc
STREET AND NUMGSER: &
o
305 Rroadway z
CITY OR TOWN: M STATE: CODE =
o
New York New York 36 >
Rep. Edward I. Koch m
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E___ 1A AaAA_ IMHTER ETATEE REDADTLCMT AC TUE IMTEDIAD

Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Uuly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVYICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY - NOMINATION -FORM

Jefferson Market Courthouse
(Centinuation Sheet)

ISTATE

STATE

New York

COUNTY
New York

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

CATE

(Number all entries)

L. Owner of Property

a, Land:

City of New York

City Hall Code

New York, New York 36
b, Building:

New York Public Library

Fifth Avenue % L2nd Street

New York, N.Y. 36
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[7- DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
X] Excellent ] Good [ Fair ] Deteriorated T Ruins [ Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)

G0 Altered [ Uncltered ] Moved (R Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jefferson -iarket Jourtnouse; though irregular in height, has three and
a half stcries with a side tower. The principal facade on the Avenue of
the Americas is sevan bays wide, exclusive cf t:'e tower. Sited at the
coveyence of two streets, the building is basically triangular in plan with
a tower at the northernmmost point.

The masonry bearing walls are brick construction, with finished brick ex=-
teriors irimmed with ccntrasting bands of stone. The pitched roofs, origi-
nally slate, are co-per clad.

The main entrance rortal on the Avenue is gothic-arched, surmounted by a
crocketad gable, and a2 handsome bas-relief seal decorates the apex of the
Avenue of the Americas side. The polygonal base of the tower is surmounted
by a seriec of pointad-arch windows. Abovethis point, the circular shaft
of the tcwer rises %c an iron balcony supported on sicne brackets at lock-
out level, Orowninz the tower are four clccks which are in turn surmounted
by a high pyramidal rcof.

Extensive interior changes have transformed the original courthouse into

a library. The grand stone staircase leading fromthe first tothe second
floor remains a foecal point in the new plan. It is crewned by an iron
spreader and a domical ceiling. Cther impertant reatures include handsome
wocd paneling, and coor and window enlramements. Stained glass windows
may be seen inthe corridors and stair tower,

33
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

[ SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

D Pre-Columbian! D 16th Century G 181k Cenlury D 20th CEMUH}
[J 15th Century [J 17th Century X 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEL!S) (If Applicable snd Known) Comnlet.ed 18??
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE {Che_ck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginai {1 Education X, Political %1 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric (] Engineering ] Religion/Phi- O] Qther (Specify)
[ Histeric [ Industry losophy
O Agriculture [ !nvention [ Science
A Architecture {J Landscape 1 Sculpture
O An Architecture 30 Social/Humen-
[0 Commerce {3 Literature itarian
[0 Communicatiens 1 Military 1 Theater
[J Conservation [ Music 1 Tronsportation

STATEMEMT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jefferson Market Courhouse, long relieved of its judiciary duties, has
been the home of the Creenwich Village Pranch of the New York Public Library
for a number of years, as a result of a successful carpaien for its preserv=
gtion on the part of rmany concerned residents of the area .

At an early period in the history of lew Vork City, lots were set aside for
the sites of public buildings, accomodating a market, a municipal court, a
jail and a volunteer Iire station in a wstch-tower from wnich fires could
te spotted. This area had orizirally been the site of [ »fferson Market.
DQuring the 1830s a complex of wooden structures was built o house these
civil functions, and early in-he 1E€70s it was decided to replace them with
masonry buildings which could occupy the extire block.

Frederick Clark Withezs (1828-1501), an Znglish architect who worked in
partnership with the noted author and landscape architect, Calvert Vaux, wa
chosen to draw up the plans for e new bulldings. YWithers* complex, designed

The Jefferson Market is s*riking in its use of materials of variegated color
ard texture. The gray granite baserent carries the walls of red pressed
brick banded wi h fire graired yellow-zray sandstone. With its picturesqu
asymmetry and tower, the buildinz is a fine example of Znglish-inspired
Victorian Cothic architecture. Slaborate stone carving inside and out enrich
es its appeara nce, which is further enhanced by sta ined glass, plaster-~-
work and ca rved woodwork.

In 1885, when the Victorian Gothic was losing popularity to the Romanesque
Revival and the shingle style, as pra cticed by ¥cKim, ead and White and
Henry Hobson Richardson, a poll of architects voted the Jefferson sarket
Courthouse one of the firest buildings inthe country.

This signal honor,however, was not sufficient to insure it " against the
forward-moving Stylistic trend and by 195 it had ceased to be a courthouse
and housed a succession of City Agencies in need of temporary quarters.

Now, after a restoration by architect Giorgio Cavaglieri, who has carefully
integrated tre original elements of the structure withthe modern character
required for its conversion to library use, the Jefferscn arket Courthouse
remains a prominent feature inthe Village w ith a new and permanent useful-
ness.

in 1875, included the courthouse and its companion, the Jail,whichis now gzong
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r9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Files of the New York City La ndmarks Freservation Commission
Historic American Buildings Survey. '"Third Judical District
Courthouse.'" New York City Architecture. Selections

Washington, D. C.: U. S. Department of Interior, 1969,

from the Historic American Buildings Survey. Number Seven

-

pp . 17' 29 -
[ 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES i LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COQRDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER FOINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . - ° ’ . [ , . ° ' "
MNE (-] » - o * - ho bh % 73 59 58
SE o " - a . -
oW e L - o v -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: T"nder ocrne acre
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY coDE
STATE: o CODE | CCUNTY: €ODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ) cope
STATE: } CODE | COUNTY: CODE

11. FORM PREPARED BY

MAME AND TITLE:

Stephen S. Lash, Assceiate

ORGANIZATION DATE

New York City Bandmarks Preservation Commission Feb., 1972.

STREET AND NUMBER:
305 Broadway:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE cooE
New Yark — Uew York 34
{12.— STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION MATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in tHe National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance @f this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservatioi

Natioral [ ° State [ Local [ -

g Date

N tagn
ame | . ATTEST:
Title _Chairman, —New —York-State——
5=
. . Keeper of The National Register
. Historic Trust :

Date [0 ¥ T2 Date

33
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