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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

When it was completed in 1833, Colonnade Row was surrounded by
fields. South of the row, near Bond and Bleeker Streets, were
large mansions, fashionable rowhouses, and churches. The design
consisted of a rectangular marble-faced masonry structure which
was in fact nine rowhouses unified behind one monumental neo-
classical facade. The facade was unified by a boldly rusticated
basement and, above, by a two-story colonnade of 27 columns
supporting a full entablature with a heavy bronze cornice topped
with a bronze anthemion crest. Typical of Greek Revival houses,
the row had a wealth of small decorative details. Although
built as a series of nine houses, only four remain today

(numbers 428, 430, 432, 434).

Each of the houses was three bays wide and rectangular in plan.

Greek Doric columns framed front doorways, which were modestly
recessed into the rusticated first floor and similar in appearance
to the first=floor windows. Elegant cast-iron torches, which .
remain today only at No. 434 Lafayette Street, stood at each side

of the modest several-step-high stoop. Laurel wreaths decorated

the lintels, rectangular doorways, ani second-floor parlor windows,
and the capitals of the elaborate fluted Corinthian columns were
deeply and freely cut. A drawing titled, "Approaching what Lafayette
Terrace ought to be," by Alexander Davis, showed the houses with
roof g?rdens and vine-covered overhead trellises, which never were
built. '

In 1901, the five southernmost houses were destroyed for the
construction of the Wanamaker Warehouse. The remaining four houses
still retain much of their original facades although the bronze
anthemion crest is missing on all but the northernmost house. Many
interior details remain, including elaborate marble fireplaces and

Greek Revival wall and ceiling decorative detailings such as egg
and dart molding, bead and reel dentiling, pilasters with stylized
palmettes, rosettes, and other elaborate and striking motifs. The
second and third stories have 14 foot ceiling heights.

The portions of the structures which have undergone the most radical
changes are the ground floor and the roof. Today the structure )
contains a restaurant, theatre, and boutique with marquees and awnings
on the ground floor which mar the building more visually than
structurally. A two-story slooping roof with dormers and skylights
was added on numbers 428 and 430.

lCharlgg Lockwood, Bricks and Brownstone, (New York, McGraw-Hill
Book Co.), p. 79. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Colonnade Row is significant as one of the early and most spectacular

examples of the Greek Revival style in New York City's domestic
architecture and as an important manifestation of the monumental
blockfront. Built by Seth Geer from 1831 to 1833, Colonnade Row
is generally attributed to Alexander Jackson Davis. Originally
the row was known as LaGrange Terrace in honor of the country
seat of the Marquis deLafayette in France. The idea of unifying
many townhouses together behind one great facade was a bold
architectural concept in America in 1831 when the row was begun.
The subordination of the nine houses of the row to the monumental
two-story colonnade running the full length of the row was in the
tradition of the terraces and crescents in London and Bath, and
followed upon the recent construction of New York's LeRoy Place
and DePau Row on Bleecker Street. Today only four of the original

structures remain.

"The construction of the Colonnade Row pointed up the city's continual

uptown growth as New York's population increased and commercial
activity entered once-secluded residential areas....One-hundred-
foot-wide Lafayette Place had been cut through from Astor Place

to Great Jones Street only as late as 1826, and while the Colonnade

Row was under construction people came 'into the fields' to
marvel at the houses rising in nearly solitary splendor....In 1911

Montgomery Schuyler recalled the Colonnade Row at the time of
its construction:

Even from the mellow gray of the relics of the mansions
one can understand how electrifying must have been

their effect upon New York when their 'new-cut ashlar '
took the light' of 1836 [sic] in its glittering
freshness of white marble....There were not wanting
critics to call the Terrace 'Geer's Folly," and to
predict that there were not millionaires enough in

New York to live up to these splendors especially

since 'the splendors" were 'so far away'...almost

two miles to the Battery. It is satisfying to know
that the enterprising builder confounded his critics and
was rewarded for bestowing one of its chief ornaments

upon the city by disposing of all the houses at a handsome
profit.

R

P e .._,._..,__-__._.__..._‘,._I
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“puring the 1830's and 1840's, Lafayette Place rivaled Bond and
Bleecker Streets as the city's most fashionable address. The
housés of the Colonnade Row 'are universally allowed to be unequalled
for grandour [sic] and effect,' declared one magazine in the
mid-1830's. 'One of the houses was sold not long since for
26,500 dollars, a sum greatly below its value.' The Colonnade
Row was the residence for some of the city's most notable citizens:
at No. 33 Lafayette Place, Irving Van Wart, whose relative
Washington Irving often spent entire winters at the house; No. 37,
John Jacob Astor; No. 39, Franklin H. Delano, a grandfather of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt; and No. 43, now surviving as No. 428
Lafayette Street, the Honorable David Gardner, whose daughter
Julia married President John Tyler in 1844. Fine rowhouses,
mansions on tree-shaded grounds and churches lined the rest of
Lafayette Place."l

Because James Dakin of Town, Davis, and Dakin was responsible for
many of the interiors the row is sometimes attributed to Alexander
Jackson Davis, but there is no documentary evidence that either _
Davis or Dakin had anything to do with the exterior. The overall
design of the exterior has also been tentatively attributed to
Robert Higham, a little known architect of the period.2 Regardless
of the architect's identify, the design is striking-— ambitious
and sophisticated in concept and execution. "Acclaimed in the
early 1830's as the 'most imposing and magnificant' houses in the
city, the dazzling Colonnade Row helped to popularize the newly
fashionable Greek Revival style among the city's builders

and populace."3

"The Colonnade Row also pointed out the striking potential of the
monumental block front and streetscape."4 A full entablature with
a heavy bronze cornice "reinforced the visual unity of the row,
and at the same time, concealed a very unclassical pitched roof.

lLockwood, p. 79-81.

2Harmon Goldstone and Martha Dalrymple, History Preserved:
A Guide to New York City Landmarks and Historic Districts, p. 122.

3

Lockwood, op. cit., p. 79.

41bia.




(Page 7 of 10)

Form No. 10-300a

(Rev. 10-74)
Form No. 10-300a

(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

Colonnade Row, New Yo'rk, New York County

CONTINUATION SHEET Significance ITEMNUMBER #8  PAGE 3

A boldly rusticated basement and first floor visually balanced the
two-story colonnade and the heavy cornice. Here, the single
rowhouse gives up its individuality for the dignity of the row and
streetscape. In the following years, the city's architects and
builders began to consider the individual rowhouse in relation to
streetscape unity rather than leaving the appearance of the

block front to chance, as in the years of the Federal style. By
the 1850's, the monumental streetscape was a stated goal in

fine New York streets.">

Unfortunately, the glory of Colonnade Row was short-lived. Nearby
Broadway was transformed in the late 1840's and 1850's from an
elegant residential street to a fashionable commercial one. With
the 1860's Lafayette Place fell out of fashion, and residents

' generally moved northward. The five southernmost houses of the row
(nos. 33-41) became part of the Colonnade Hotel. In 1901, these
five houses were demolished to build the Wanamaker Warehouse which
still stands.

The individual architectural details of the houses are striking,
but the manner in which the houses fit into a uniform setting is

; A e . i g
particularly significant. Although incompatible additional

stories have been built on the roofs of the row's extant four
structures, the basic visual impact of the monumental design

is not significantly impaired. Colonnade Row continues to serve as
a reminder of a once elegant age and as an important example of a
nineteenth century planned streetscape.

SIbid.

i
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