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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form {Natichal Register Bulletin 164), Complete each item by
marking “x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requasted. If an item does not apply to the property heing
documented. enter “N/A” for “not aoolicabie.” For funglions. architectyrai elassification matarials. and areag of sinnificance anter
marking “x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being
dacumented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architecturai classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS

Form 10-800a}). Usa a typawriter, word processor, o somputer 1o somplete all iteims.

1. Name of Property

historic name West 4" Street Subway Station {IND)
other name/site number West 4" Street-Washington Square Subway Station {IND)
2. Location
street & number Under Sixth Avenue batweer Weet 3™ Street and Waverly Place [ ] not for publication
city or town New York [ ]vicinity
. zip
state New York code  NY county NewYork code 0OB1 code 10014

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify
that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properiies in the Nationa! Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and
professional requirements as set forth in 36 GFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meats

[ ]does fot mast the National Register critsria. | recommend that this property e considered

significarf [ | naticnelly [ ] ﬂaiewide ocally. ] See continuation sheet for additional
comme

W Luhs b /i
[ Signature of certifying official/Title 4 v 7 (? 1]

ate

Siate of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets | ] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ }See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying officialTile Data

State or Federal agency and buraau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keaper Date of Action
[ ] anterad ia the National Hegister
[ 1 seecontinuation sheet
determined eligible for the National Register
[ ] see continuation sheet
determined not eligibie for the National Register
remgved from the Mational Register

other (gxplain)
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W. 4" Street Subway Station
(IND) New York County, New York

Name of Propeny County and Stale

5, ClassHication

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

{check as many boxes as apply) (check only one box) {Do not include previously listed resources in the count)
[ ] private [ 1 building (s} Contributing Noncontributing
{ ] public-local [ ] district
[X] public-State [ ]site Buildings
L1 e s L1
[X] public-State [ 1site Buildings
[ ] public-Federat [X] structure Sites
[ ] object 1 0 Structures
Objects
1 0 TOTAL
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources
{Enter "N/A” if property is not part of & multiple property listing) previously listed in the National Register
Historic Resources of the New York
City Subway System 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
{Enter categories from instructions} (Enter categories from instructions)
Transportation/rail-related Transportation/rail-related
Government/public works Government/public works

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) {Enter categories from instructions)

QOTHER/Arts & Crafts Foundaton _Concrete
Walls Brick, concrete, ceramic tile
Roof Steel, concrete
Other Decorative finishes: ceramic file

Narrative Description
{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
See continuation sheet
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W. 4" Street Subway Station (IND)

Namaea of Property

New York County, New York

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

{Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

tor National Regisler lisling.)

X1 A Property is associated with evenis that have
mada a signilicant contribution 1o the broad

] P rRlhosng ':I-J, cia.::':.bi,e&'.\.:-.'. Sere s e e
mada a signilicant contribution o the broad
patterns of our history.

[ ]|B  Propertyis associated with the lives cf

persans significant in cur past.

[X] C Proparty embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, peried, or method
of construction or reprasents the work of a
masier, or possasses high adistic values, or
reprasants a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components ack individual
distinction.

[ 1D Property has yialded, or is likaly to yield,
information important In prehistory or history.

Criterla Considerations
{Mark “¢" in @)l boxes that apply.)

Proponty is:

Areas of Significance
{Enter categories from instructions)

Transportation

Architecture

Architeciure

Engineering

Community Planning and Development

Social History

Pericd of Significance
1932-1840

Significant Dates

1932, 1940

Significant Person
{Gomplete it Criterion B 1s marked above)

N/A

] A  owned by a religious institution or used for
religicus purposes.

]B removed from its original location.

Cultural Afflliatlon
N/A

1€ a birthplace or grave.

]E a reconstrucled building, object, or strugture,
1F a commemorative property.

Architect/Builder
Vickers, Squire J, {architect)

[
(
[
[ ]D a cemetery.
(
(
(

] G less than 50 years of age or achieved

Ridgeway, Robert (engineer)

stgnificance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continualion sheets )

9. Major Biblicgraphical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and olher sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
[ ] preliminary detarmination of Individual listing {36 CFR 67)
has been raquasted )
] praviously listed in the Nationa! Register
| praviously determined eligible by the National Register
] designatad a Mationai Historic Landmark
] recorded by Histaric American Bulldings Survey
#

[
[
[
[

Primary location of additional data:

[ 1 State Historic Preservation Cffice
[X] Other State agency

[ ] Federal Agancy

[X] Local Government

[ 1 University

[X] Repository nama:

[X] recorded by Historic American Engneering Record
# NY-122

NYC Transit Archives

NYC Landmarks Preservation Sommission
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W. 4" Street Subway Station (IND) New York County, New York

Narne of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than 1 acre

UTM References
{Place addiiong! UTM relerences on & cantnualion sheel.)

11118 [5]8]4l3l2i0] |Lals|lojgl2fsfe 3| J LI L 1 1 1) L1 L )]
s actinm MNarthinn Znno Faatinn MNarthinn

W8] (sfelalal2lo) Lalslolelelalo] 3L T LIl 100 L0 g
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

74 1 I T T T T I I O O I I O I O e

Verbal Boundary Descriptlon
(Deserbe he boundades of the proparty on 6 centinuation shest,)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the bounderes worn a2lected on & contnuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By (*See Continuation Sheet for authors?)

name/itle Contact: Kathleen A. Howe, Historic Preservation Specialist

organization NY S Qffice of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation Date July 2, 2004

strest & numbar Feables Island, PO Box 189 Telephone 518-237-8643 ext. 3266
city of town Waterford state NY zipcode 12188

Additional Documentation

Subimit the Iatlowdng llers with the completed tarm:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the propenty’s lecation.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or DUMBTOUS resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the proparty.

Additional iterns
{Chack with SHPD or FPO for any addilional Hems)

Property Owner  (Complets inls item at the request of the SHPOQ o FPO)

name MTA New York City Transit Contact: Hollie Wells, Project Administrator
strest & number 2 Broadway, 6" Floor, D6.125 telephone _ 846-252-4268
city or town New York state  NY zipcoge 10004

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
propertles for lisling or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings, Aesponse to this request is raquired to obtain
a benafit in accordance wilh the National Histeric Praservation Act. As amended {16 U.S.C. 470 ot seq.)

Estimated Burden Statemont: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per rasponse including time for reviewing
instructions, gaihering and maintalning data, and complsting and reviewing the form. Ditect commeants regarding this burden estimate or any
aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Divigion, National Park Service, P.Q, Box 37127, Washingten, £.G, 20503
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7. Narrative Description

The West 4™ Street Subway Station (IND) is located in the Greenwich Village
neighborhood of Manhattan. The station was completed in 1932 as part of the
Independent Subway System line. The station is on the 8" Avenue IND line (A, C, E)
and the Sixth Avenue IND line (B, D, F, Q). It is aligned in a north-south direction
beneath and parallel to Sixth Avenue between the intersections of West 3" Street at the
south end and Waverley Place at the north. The length of both platforms is 660 feet.
This narrative descnptlon was taken 1arge!y from the NYCT Historical Properties Survey:
Phase Il — West 4" Street Station Inventory Form that was completed in 1994 and was
supplemented with field inspections undertaken in May of 2004,

General Characteristics and Construction Methods

The West 4™ Street Station serves as a point of convergence for the Sixth Avenue and
Eighth Avenue trains. The station is organized on two levels set above and below a
central mezzanine. Both levels are comprised of two island platforms and four tracks.
The upper level serves the Eighth Avcnue trains and the lower level serves the Sixth
Avenue trains. The station was constructed over a period of thirty years using a variation
on the cut and cover method of construction. The basic structural frame of the station
consists of a concrete foundation and side walls with steel columns, Built-up “I”” section
columns of varying height are spaced 5 feet on-center in the outer walls and between the
tracks (Photo 1). Concrete was used to infill between the columns, creating the exterior
walls. The “cover” for the station is trough shaped in section, with the U running
generally parallel to the tracks in order to accommodate such infrastructure necessities as
steam, sewer, gas, and water lines, as well as electrical and telecommunications cables
beneath the roadway. The majority of the IND station ceilings consisted of structural steel
frames with concrete jack arches between. Along each platform, the roof girder is
supported by H-section piers placed at 15-foot intervals, and the roof girder webs are
stiffened above each of the piers. The piers are tied into the vertical supports along the
side wall of the station by, lateral, webbed trusses, which are diagonally braced at each
end.

The side walls of the station are of four-inch brick separated by a one-inch air space from
the outer structural walls. The interiors are covered in uniformly shaped, square white
ceramic tiles, with contoured pieces at the comer. These are offset by a colored tile band
and black and white mosaic directional and stations signs. Floors throughout are three
inch thick graded concrete incised into large squares. Tracks are constructed of broken
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United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Historic Places West 4" Street Subway
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Name of Property
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County and State

stone ballast, timber cross ties and 100-pound rails. All ties are fitted with tie plates
stone ballast, timber cross ties and 100-pound rails. All ties are fitted with tie plates
(www.nysubways.org).

Throughout the platform areas there are unifying decorative elements that identify this as
a typical IND station. The mezzanine and platforms of this station ate typical in that they
are extremely long, expansive and wide to enhance passenger flow. They also are simple
utilitarian spaces without much embellishment. In all stations, a simple tile band
indicating an express or local stop on various lines runs along IND station platform walls.
It is, apart from advertising signs, the only spot of color found in most stations.

Circulation Plan

The circulation plan for this station incorporates numerous passages between the upper
and lower levels of the Sixth and Eight Avenue lines and the centratly placed mezzanine.
Access 10 the street from the Eighth Avenue line is made via a series of stairways and a
long tunnel that leads to Waverley Place (Photo 2). Three of the stairway exits are located
at the intersection of Waverley Place and Sixth Avenue and two additional exits are
located at the intersection of West 3™ Street and Sixth Avenue. Station plans indicate that
there were once four exits from the mezzanine level that leads directly onto the street, but
these have since all been barricaded or slabbed over or covered with metal barricades.
There is no access to the street available from the mezzanine level.

Platform Lavel

The West 4™ Street Station features two vertically stacked platform levels with a
mezzanine the length of the platforms sandwiched in between. The upper level has two
island platforms with four tracks and serves the Eighth Avenue Line. The center tracks
are for express trains and the outer platforms are for local trains. The lower level plan is
similar in design and services the Sixth Avenue line.

The walls of both platforms are covered with white glazed tile with a band of colored tile
(chrome green with dark green bands above and below) running the tength of the
platform. The words “WEST 4TH” on black tile with white lettering are evenly spaced
along the wall below the colored band of tile so they can be read by the passengers inside
the cars (Photo 3). The file and simple sans serif graphics throughout the station are
typical of the IND system (Photo 4). Some of the colored tile has been damaged and
replaced with tiles in colors that do not quite match. Evenly spaced along the wall and
running the length of the platform are recessed niches at the track level (Photo 5). These
niches were presumably provided as spots for workers to retreat to if a train approached
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them while working on the tracks. The bottom quarter of the wall surface is simple

________

painted concrete.

Seven scts of concrete stairs (six for the lower level) located in the center of each
platform provide access throughout the station. All of the stairs throughout the station
feature the same simple, straight balustrade with brass handrails (Photo 6). The third
stairway from the south has been closed on all levels. It is currently blocked with a
temporary plywood enclosure. An escalator also provides access between the two levels
bypassing the mezzanine. Modem signage and fluorescent lighting is suspended from the
platform ceilings. A single row of fluorescent lighting is also found aleng the length of
each track.

The far north and south ends of both platforms house various enclosed areas, including
employee toilets, relay rooms, and station department rooms.

Mezzanine Level

The mezzanme 15 an opén area that 1§ completely devond of extraneous omament. The
ceiling is comprised of a scries of concrete jack arches supported by three rows of steel
H-section columns running its length. Two long rows of fluorescent boxes provide
lighting for the mezzanine. Located along both side walls, are spaces for storage and
other services. These are all accessible through locked modern looking metal doors.

The rather large mezzanine ¢xtends the full length of the station, and actually continues
more than a block north to Ninth Street (Photo 7). That space is now accessed via a long
corridor and is used for Transit Authority rooms and enclosures. The walls of the
mezzanine are covered with a mixture of large white tile “blocks™ and the typical white
tile seen throughout the rest of the station, which are located bencath each of the stairs.
Black mosaic panels which identify public toilets are intact, but these are not presently
open lo the public.

Exterior Elements and Stairwells

Three sidewalk entrances have decorative metal railings typical of the IND contract
period, which included an alternating pattern of wavy and straight balusters with and
supporting handrails that feature a raised chevron design. The tapered lampposts are
decorated with raised x’s and have chamfered corners which curve out and downward at
the top. Above are plastic replacement giobes. These three entrances are located at the
south end of the station, at the corner of West 3™ Street and Sixth Avenue.
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i Three additional entrances, one a sidewalk entrance and the other two incorporated in
| THee additional etfances, 6Re a Sidewalk ‘eiltatice and the" ofher 1o Mcofporated Tn
commercial buildings, are located on Sixth Avenue. A seventh entrance at the comer of
Sixth Avenue and Washington Place has been covered over with a metal hatch and 1s
| used for deliveries to the subway station. The stairwell walls are typically faced with
[ brown tile and stairs lead to small control areas at either end of the station that provide
| access to the platforms through long ramps and stairs.
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8. Narrative Statement of Significance

As part of the Multiple Propeity Submission of the Historic Resources of the New York
Cily Subway System, the West 4™ Street Subway Station (IND), 6™/8™ Avenue Line, is
significant under Criterion A in the arcas of transportation, community planning and
development, and social history. The station also meets Criterion C in the areas of
engineering and architectural design. The Eighth Avenue (upper) level of the station
opened on September 10, 1932. The Sixth Avenue (lower) level, although finished in
1932, did not open until the Sixth Avenue subway opened on December 15, 1940. The
Sixth Avenue deep-tunnel express tracks between the West 4™ Street and 34™ Street
stations did not begin operation until November 20, 1967, West 4th Street was one of
several IND stations built as an extension to the original IRT Eighth Avenue Line. The
West 4™ Street Station retains a relatively high degree of integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, fecling, and association. The carly IND stations,
including West 4th Street, are significant at the local level.

In 1924, the newly formed Board of Transportation (BOT) assumed the respensibility of
expanding the subway system. Thc BOT planned, designed, built and operated a third
subway system that operated separately from the BMT and IRT. This third system
became known as the Independent Subway System (IND). When it first opened, the IND
system was celebrated for expansive platforms, large mezzanines and multiple access
points. Its platforms were both wider and longer than those built for the earlier systems.
The interior tiling of IND stations is notable for its "modem" design that utilized bands of
identifying colors, sans serif lettering and white wall tile. Stations were coded by a solid,
ormamental, ceramic tile band running along the top of the wall. The color was changed at
each express stop so that passengers on a moving train couid readily identify their
location.

The design of West 4th Street Station was the work of Public Works Commission chief
architcct Squire J. Vickers. Vickers, known as “the dean of underground architecture,”
served as Design Architect of the New York City Subway System from 1906 to 1942.
Educuted at Cornell University’s College of Architecture, he was rcsponsible for the
design of most of the Dual System and later IND stations. His approach differed
dramatically from that of the original subway architects Heins & LaFarge in that he
created utilitarian spaces that often featured simple but colorful, whimsical, tile work. In
his spare time, Vickers was a puinter of fantastical urban scenes that featured strong
graphical 1mages and bold colors. Many of these paintings were translated into the
mosaic plaques seen throughout the system. Regarding his use of colorful tiles in his
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designs, Vickers was quoted in The Municipal Engineer’s Journal in 1917 as saying,

HThin kit f ~rnadae oat G tha laed grecn aldime cnvbonas ~isran 6, insrenae nnta lilba A lasnase
designs, VIcKers wis quotéd 1 1 he Munictpal Engmeer’s Jouvndl M 191/ a8 saying,
“This bit of color set in the hard unyielding surface gives a joyous note like a banner
flying from the barret window of a frowning Medieval Castle.”

Robert Ridgeway, Chief Engineer of this station, was born and bred in Brooklyn. He did
not receive a formal education in his trade but instead gained his experience while
working under Alfred Craven, Chief Engineer of the Dual Contracts system.

Possibly the largest single subway station in the world, the eight track West 4™ Street
station has a unique plan. It is comprised of three levels -- a top level for the Eighth
Avenue trains, a bottom level for the Sixth Avenue trains and an intermediate full
mezzanine level for passenger distribution and access to both platform levels. Just north
of the station, the former Hudson & Manhattan Railroad (H & M, now PATH) turns into
Sixth Avenue from Christopher Street. When the station was planned, it was determined
that there was just enough room to place the Eighth Avenue tracks over the H & M tracks
but it was necessary to run the Sixth Avenue tracks below the H & M line. This
arrangement separated the two track levels vertically and resulted in the need to place the
mezzaning between the track levels. During construction, the Sixth Avenue elevated line,
demolished in 1938, required underpinning. South of the station, an ingenious track plan
allows trains to switch between the Sixth and Eighth Avenue Lines.

The station is located in historic Greenwich Village, one of the most culturally diverse
and artistically viable neighborhoods in New York. The Greenwich Village Historic
District was listed on the National Register in 1979. (Although the northern portion of
the station falls within the district boundaries it is not included in the resource count for
the district nomination.) During the years in which the station was built (1932 — 1967),
the Village was home to countless musicians, artists and performers. The local theaters
and clubs were served by the West 4™ Street Station, which transformed the area near
Washington Square into a thriving eclectic community,
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10, Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the West 4" Street Station — Eighth Avenue Line is shown as the bold
line on the accompanying site plan entitled, “West 4™ Street Station, Mezzanine and
Lower Platform Plans, Eighth Avenue Line - IND Division, 1997.” The above-ground
station boundaries are also shown on the accompanying location map entitled, “West
Village, MTA, 1999.” The designation for the West 4™ Street Station includes all
portions of the station at track level that fall within the boundaries of the current
platforms, as well as the mezzanine level and exterior elements.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries for the West 4th Street Station encompass the entire station.
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Additional Documentation

List of Black and White Photos

West 4" Street Subway Station (IRT)

New York County, NY

Photographer: Stacey Vairo

Date: March 12, 2004

Negatives on file: Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc.
72 Cedar Street
Hartford, CT 06106

1. Steel supports lining the Eighth Avenue line track. View northeast.

2. Tiled cormidor with recessed billboards. View west.

3, Platform wall with West 4™ tiles. View west.

4, Typical sans senif graphic above stairwell to Downtown train. View north.
5. Recessed niches at track level. View northwest.

6. Original IND balustrade at platform level. View north.

7. View of mezzanine. View north.
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o property hsnng) m]d the Adividual subway stations nominated for the State and National
P Reglstcrs of Hlstunc i s, ‘
L ' Lt
- ' o
g - The Conh._p;ssmi_ lfltsfrewewed the materials submitted by the Historic Preservation Field:
H Services Bureauiind belisyes that the subway stations at 28" Street, 145" Street, 168" Street,

. I1B1%Strest; Chapibers Sffkel, West 28 Street, 86 Street, West 4% Street, 181% Street, end 190%
. Streetin New Yark Cotiif) ;247" Stregt-Van Cortlandt Park, Westchester Square, Mosholu |
R Parkway, and Pef]ixam PB :‘ ;éym Bronx County; and 45™ Road-Court House Square in Queens
i... = Coudty appear| ntcb‘;mecf 1

ct;tfma for mcluswn cn the State and National Registers of Historic
P]aces
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Sincerely yours,

g UASS

l
g
iy

|,_.

|

e Robert B, Txémey
| MaryBeth :Bﬁtts ¥




