




Sir Harold Evans 

 
Sir Harold Evans was the editor of The Sunday Times from 1967 to 1981 and the Times in 1981. 
From 1990 until 1997, he was the president and publisher of Random House, and later the 
editorial director for US News and World Report, the New York Daily News, and The Atlantic 
Monthly. He edited three books by Henry Kissinger, My American Journey by Colin Powell, 
Game Plan: How to Conduct the U.S. Soviet Contest by Zbiginew Brzezinski; Debt and Danger: 
The World Economic Crisis by Harold Lever; and The Yom Kippur War by The Insight Team of 
The Sunday Times. He is additionally the author, in association with Edwin Taylor, of Pictures 
on a Page. Continuously in print for 37 years, the publication is the culmination of a five-volume 
series on editing and design featuring interviews by Henri Cartier Bresson, Bert Stern, Harry 
Benson, Bill Brandt, Eddie Adams, Andre Kertesz, Eugene Smith, and Richard Avedon. 

Evans' best known work, The American Century, won critical acclaim when published in 1998, 
staying on the New York Times bestseller list for 10 weeks. The sequel, They Made America 
(2004), describes the lives of some of the country's most important inventors and innovators, and 
was named by Fortune as one of the best books in the 75 years of that magazine's publication. 
The latter was adapted as a four-part television mini-series that same year and as a National 
Public Radio special in the USA in 2005. 
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Dedicated to the public exploration of the early history of  

New Amsterdam and New York City 

 

April 1, 2020 

  

  

Hon. Sarah Carroll, Chair 

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 

One Centre Street, 9th Floor 

New York, NY 10007 

  

Hon. Bill de Blasio, Mayor 

City of New York 

City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 

  

  

RE: 14-16 Fifth Avenue in the Greenwich Village Historic District, originally built by Henry 

Brevoort, Jr. and former home of Bret Harte 

  

  

Dear Chair Carroll and Mayor de Blasio, 

  

It has come to my attention that there is a proposal to demolish 14-16 Fifth Avenue despite its 

presence within the Greenwich Village Historic District. As the Executive Director of the New 

Amsterdam History Center, I am writing to express my strong support for the effort by Village 

Preservation to protect these historic, combined 1848 row houses, which have connections to two 

prominent Dutch-Americans. 14-16 Fifth Avenue was originally built by the highly influential 

land owner Henry Brevoort, Jr. (1782-1848) in 1848. Just over two decades later, the literary 

icon Bret Harte lived here at the height of his career. 

  

Henry Brevoort, Jr. was the son of his namesake father, whose family farm Fifth Avenue cut 

through. The elder Brevoort was so influential that he is the reason why Broadway swerves to 

the northwest at 10th Street – to avoid demolishing his orchard located where Grace Church 

stands today. The younger Henry Brevoort exerted no less of an influence upon New York’s 

development. A patron of the arts and literature, he was known for his close association with 

writers Washington Irving and Sir Walter Scott. Like his father, the younger Brevoort also had 

designs upon shaping New York real estate, and in fact did so extensively. This stretch of Fifth 

Avenue’s initial development, largely instigated by Brevoort, accommodated elegant townhouses 

and mansions housing the city’s elite. In 1848, 14 and 16 Fifth Avenue were built as two of 



a row of four Gothic Revival townhouses by Brevoort, just down the block from his own 

mansion at 24 Fifth Avenue. As the area evolved and these houses gave way to apartment 

buildings and hotels, Nos. 14 and 16 miraculously held on. 

 

Bret Harte lived at No. 16, the home of his sister Eliza Knaufft, in 1871. That year, Harte 

moved eastward after living in and writing about the American West, having served as somewhat 

of a bridge between emerging West Coast writers and East Coast scholars and critics. Harte not 

only challenged the prejudices held against western writers and their subject matter, but he went 

so far as to facilitate the introduction of Mark Twain, Ambrose Bierce, Ina Coolbrith, Joaquin 

Miller, and others to the Atlantic Monthly and other eastern papers. The year 1871 was a critical 

one in the career of Harte. He was welcomed to New York and New England by the promise of 

fame and wealth, and signed what had been recorded as the most lucrative contract in American 

letters at that time. Paid ten thousand dollars to write all the fiction and poetry he could in a year 

for the Atlantic Monthly, Harte became the highest earning and most widely followed writer in 

America. Needless to say, Harte’s stay at 16 Fifth Avenue was an essential part of his physical 

and professional journey during the height of his fame.  

  

Though he was never as greatly esteemed as he was that year, Harte went on to publish dozens of 

stories over the course of his life, which were regularly translated into many different languages, 

including German, French, Italian, Swedish, and Russian. In 1877, Harte collaborated with Mark 

Twain on the play Ah Sin, for which he is commonly remembered today. 

  

Without a doubt, the legacies of renowned Dutch-Americans Henry Brevoort, Jr. and Bret 

Harte are inextricable from 14-16 Fifth Avenue. Brevoort’s impact on the development of this 

part of New York City is in many ways embodied by 14-16 Fifth Avenue. Likewise, Harte’s time 

at 16 Fifth Avenue, though brief, represented an important stage in the author’s transition from 

the west to the east during his most celebrated year. I therefore request that you share this 

information with each of the Commissioners of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, so that 

they are aware of and take into account this vital information as they consider the application for 

permission to demolish this historic structure. 

  

Sincerely,  

Esme E. Berg 
Esme E. Berg 

Executive Director 

New Amsterdam History Center 

1345 Avenue of the Americas, 33rd Floor 

New York, NY 10105 

 

 

  

 









Katherine Anne Porter Society 

c/o University of Maryland Libraries 

College Park, MD 20742 

February 11, 2020 

Hon. Sarah Carroll, Chair 

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 

One Centre Street, 9th Floor 

New York, NY 10007 

Hon. Bill de Blasio, Mayor 

City of New York 

City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 

RE: No. 14-16 Fifth Avenue in the Greenwich Village Historic District, former home of Cyrilly Abels 

Dear Chair Carroll and Mayor de Blasio, 

It has come to our attention that there is a proposal to demolish 14-16 Fifth Avenue despite its presence 

within the Greenwich Village Historic District. As executive committee members of the Katherine Anne 

Porter Society, we are writing to express our strong support for the effort by Village Preservation to 

protect these historic, combined 1848 row houses. No. 14 was the longtime home of Cyrilly Abels, an 

intimate friend of and literary agent and editor to Katherine Anne Porter. Abels was a highly influential 

figure not only through her relationship with Porter, but also as the managing editor of Mademoiselle 

magazine and an agent for many of the most prominent writers of the twentieth century. 

Abels lived at 14 Fifth Avenue for at least two decades, and throughout the most significant years of her 

career. From 1945 to 1960, Abels served as the managing editor of Mademoiselle, which she helped 

transform from a fashion magazine for young women into a platform for emerging writers such as 

Eldridge Cleaver, Truman Capote, Carson McCullers, James Baldwin, Hortense Calisher, Eugene 

Ionesco, Flannery O’Connor, Sylvia Plath, and James Purdy. Plath also worked for Abels at Mademoiselle, 

and later based the character Jay Cee in her landmark novel The Bell Jar on Abels. 

After leaving the publication, Abels continued to work with and bring the spotlight to esteemed literary 

figures through her own private agency. Her clients included Warren Hinckle, Zelda Popkin, Christina 

Stead, Francis Steegmuller, T.S. Mathews, and Robert Scheer. Hinckle actually credits Abels with 

transforming the role of the agent into both an editor and ombudsman, as was best exemplified by her 

close working and personal relationship with Katherine Anne Porter. 

Abels and Porter became acquainted in 1950, when Abels began soliciting Porter’s writing for 

Mademoiselle. Despite a long-standing distrust of agents, in 1962 Abels became Porter’s agent, and their 

relationship developed into an intimate friendship that endured until Abels’s death in 1975. According to 

Alexandra Subramanian’s 2001 dissertation Katherine Anne Porter and Her Publishers, Abels influenced 

the writer profoundly in these years as a reliable professional ally and a cherished friend. Abels and 

Porter’s devoted correspondence, spanning the topics of writing, gardening, and fashion, is available to 

researchers and interested individuals in Porter’s papers and those of Abels in the holdings of  the 

University of Maryland Libraries. Porter’s extensive correspondence with Abels will soon be available on 

“Katherine Anne Porter: Correspondence from the Archives, 1912-1977”  



(https://www.lib.umd.edu/kaporter-correspondence), a project that will make publicly available digital 

surrogates of Porter’s correspondence at the University of Maryland Libraries. 

It is clear that Cyrilly Abels contributed greatly to the literary scene of the twentieth century, transformed 

the agent-artist relationship, and played a seminal role in the life and work of one of the most compelling 

literary figures of the twentieth century. Without a doubt, her very important place in New York City 

history is inextricably linked to Greenwich Village, a longtime hub of writers and artists. We therefore 

request that you share this information with each of the Commissioners of the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission, so that they are aware of and take into account this vital information as they consider the 

application for permission to demolish this historic structure. 

Sincerely, 

The Katherine Anne Porter Society Executive Committee Members 

Jerry Findley, PhD, President of the Katherine Anne Porter Society 

Beth Alvarez, PhD, Curator of Literary Manuscripts Emerita, University of Maryland 

Darlene Unrue, PhD, Porter Biographer and Emerita Distinguished Professor of English, 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Alice Cheylan, PhD, Université de Toulon  
Christine Grogan, PhD, University of Delaware, Dover 
Jeff Lawrence, PhD, Rutgers University 

https://www.lib.umd.edu/kaporter-correspondence
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