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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of stories: There are Ffour stories
Number of bays: Due to its unusual composition, the base of the
principal facade (South) is four bays wide, and the
upper -portion is three bays.

Layout and/or shape of plan: The building is rectangular in plan.

Wall construction: The walls are brick trimmed with stone. A
large central arch, extending up three floors, rises from
a rusticated stone base which has two arched door ways.The
central arch contains three tiers of windows.

Structural system: The structural system is masonry bearing
wall construction.

Roof, cornice: The roof is steeply pitched and is low. There is
a deep metal cornici surmounted by a cresting of anthemia,
fleu;:de-lfs and other ‘classic forms. T&p cornigewgs
supported on ornate palred brackets. b
R ey,

Other n otable features: The large central arch is deeply recessed
and displays a cartouche at the top. The second and
fourthe floor windows within the arch contain decorative
metalworkffhere is a pediment above the middle horizontal
:bank of windows.

4 a8

SN0 1L I2N AL 5N



INSTRUCTEDNS

» EE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbian| [ 16th Century . [0 18th Century [ 20th Century
[J 15th Century [ 17th Century @ 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1RaR

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[C] Urban Planning

Abor iginal (O] "Education X Political
[ Prehistoric ] Engineering [J Religion/Phi- (] Other (Specity)
[J Historic [ Industry losophy :

] Agriculture [J Invention [[] Science

Architecture [ Londscape ] Sculpture

[ Art Architecture ] Social/Human-

[J Commerce [ Literature itarian

[J Communications [ Military (] Theater

[ Conservation [ Music [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building which houses Engine Company No. Thirty-three was
designed by the noted architect Ernest Flagg in collaboration with his
Junior partner, Walter B. Chambers. Both men received architectural
training at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Flagg is well known as
the designerrof one of Manhattan's first skyscrapers, the Singer Building’
and the Corcoran gallery in Washington, D.C.

A monumental arch trimmed with stone, providing a great deal of
window area at the second, third and Fourth floors, is the main feature
of the facade. The arch is set above the rusticated stone base of the
building, which is pierced by two large vehicular entrances flanked by a
smaller door and a window. Above the stone base, brick laid in English
bond constitutes the primary wall fabric. The deep arch reveal contains
an elaborately carved cartouche which is set into it at the top and ex-
tends outward to distinguish the keystone. 'Handsome decorative metale
work is featured at the second floor windows, while a pedlment defines an
aedlcular feature at the third floor.

Eminent archltectxally as one of the few surviving Ernest Flagg
buildings #his fire house is also a part of a venerable tradition.
Organized firefighting was introduced on Manhattan in 1648 with a fire ord-
inance adopted during the Dutch settlement under the administration of
Governor Stuyvesant. For the first two centuries the brigades were com-
posed of volunteers, but in 1865, the first paid company went into
service. This building, for Fire Engine No. 33, is an appropriate tribute
to a profession so bold and so hazardous as that of firefighting.
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