
 

 

 

 

 

September 7, 2016 

 

Hon. Meenakshi Srinivasan, Chair 

NYC Landmarks Commission 

1 Centre Street, 9
th

 Floor 

New York, NY  10007 

 

Re:  Emergency Request for Evaluation, 264 East 7
th

 Street, and 258-266 East 7
th

  

                   Street, Manhattan 

 

Dear Chair Srinivasan, 

 

We are writing you to urge you to immediately consider the calendaring and designation of 264 

East 7
th

 Street as an individual landmark and/or 258-266 East 7
th

 Street as a historic district.  It is 

imperative that this be considered expeditiously as demolition permit applications have been 

filed for No. 264.   

 

Built c. 1842-43, this row of Greek Revival row houses is architecturally significant as a 

wonderfully intact ensemble of homes from the mid-19
th

 century, and is the last remaining such 

row from New York’s ‘Dry Dock District’ which was the heart of the city’s booming waterfront 

in the early 19
th

 century.  The row is also historically significant as among the only remnants of 

‘Political Row,’ a stretch of homes on East 7
th

 Street which housed some of New York’s most 

important and influential political figures and institutions during the latter half of the century.  

Nos. 258-266 East 7
th

 Street have already been identified by the LPC as a potential historic 

district eligible for NYCL designation in the East Village/Lower East Side Rezoning EIS and as 

having potential archeological sensitivity (see attached).  There are additional buildings on the 

north side of East 7
th

 Street, including Nos. 271 and 263, which may merit inclusion as well (also 

identified in the EIS), but here we will concentrate on the buildings named above. 

 

The Greek Revival brick houses at 258-266 East 7
th

 Street between Avenue C and Avenue D 

retain much of their exceptional and eclectic mid-19
th

 century details.  No. 258 and No. 262 

feature double doors at their entries, recessed behind molded pilasters and entablatures that have 

curved moldings.  No. 264 also retains its original entry surround.  The lintels are still intact at 

No. 258 and No. 262-264, and are unusual with their saw tooth molding and incised ornament.  

Nos. 258-264 have magnificent iron railings with swirling horizontal volutes at the top of the 

stoop descending to vertical volutes at the sidewalk level.  No. 264 has a heavy bracketed 

Italianate cornice, likely added in the mid-19
th

 century.  Nos. 258 thru 262 have what appear to 

be their original wooden Greek Revival cornices, some with small metal coverings at the top.  



 

The row is historically important as a remnant of the legendary Political Row, the block of 

Seventh Street between Avenue C and Avenue D where most of the Eleventh Ward’s and some 

of New York’s most important political figures resided.  When this thoroughfare was settled 

during the 1840’s, the inhabitants of these row houses were sea captains, merchants, factory men 

and carpenters employed in the major shipyards to the east known as the Dry Dock District.  But 

during the latter half of the 19
th

 century the stretch of 7th Street between Avenues C and D 

became home to a number of the city’s civic leaders, many of whom were affiliated with the 

notorious Tammany Hall.  According to The New York Times from 1902, on this section of East 

7
th

 Street “more politicians of every party were born and brought up than on any other street in 

this city.”  Aldermen, judges, commissioners, controllers, congressmen, district leaders, and 

more, from both the Democratic and Republican parties, lived in the fine row houses along this 

quiet leafy enclave in the midst of the teeming Dry Dock District.  By the turn of the 20
th

 

century, newspaper and magazine articles began to lament the erosion of Political Row, as its 

denizens moved away amid the onslaught of tenement construction.   

 

Not only notable for its early history, this distinctive block was profiled in Bernard Rudofsky’s 

classic urban planning book, Streets for People: A Primer for Americans (1969) and was the 

setting and location for the 1987 popular film, “Batteries Not Included.”  Finally, it was the 

setting and subject of David Tapper’s 1973 semi-documentary, “The Street of the Flower 

Boxes.” 

 

It would be a shame to lose this architecturally and historically significant building and row, 

especially as they were identified by the Landmarks Preservation Commission itself as 

landmark-eligible.  The East Village remains woefully under-landmarked and therefore valuable 

historic resources in this area such as these are vulnerable to insensitive alteration and 

demolition.  In light of the compelling significance of these buildings, their architectural 

integrity, and their place in New York City history, as well as the imminent threat to No. 264, we 

strongly urge the Commission to move swiftly to consider them for landmark designation.   

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Andrew Berman             Simeon Bankoff   

Executive Director             Executive Director   

Greenwich Village Society             Historic Districts Council  

for Historic Preservation 

 

 

 

 

Richard Moses     Andrew Coamey 

President       Board Member 

Lower East Side Preservation Initiative  East Village Community Coalition 

 



 

cc: Borough President Gale Brewer 

Council Member Rosie Mendez 

            State Senator Brad Hoylman 

 Assemblymember Brian Kavanagh 

 Community Board #3, Manhattan 



  



 
  



The New York Times, May 11, 1902 

http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1902/05/11/118469878.html?pageNumber=16 

 

  

http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1902/05/11/118469878.html?pageNumber=16


 
(r. to l.) 258 (red) through 266 East 7th Street. 264 East 7

th
 Street is blue. 

 

 

 

 
Iron stop railings with swirling horizontal volutes 
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Window detail at 262 East 7
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Double wood doors at 262 East 7
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Cornice and Windows at 264 East 7
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