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September 7, 2016

Hon. Meenakshi Srinivasan, Chair
NYC Landmarks Commission

1 Centre Street, 9" Floor

New York, NY 10007

Re: Emergency Request for Evaluation, 264 East 7™ Street, and 258-266 East 7™
Street, Manhattan

Dear Chair Srinivasan,

We are writing you to urge you to immediately consider the calendaring and designation of 264
East 7™ Street as an individual landmark and/or 258-266 East 7" Street as a historic district. It is
imperative that this be considered expeditiously as demolition permit applications have been
filed for No. 264.

Built c. 1842-43, this row of Greek Revival row houses is architecturally significant as a
wonderfully intact ensemble of homes from the mid-19" century, and is the last remaining such
row from New York’s ‘Dry Dock District” which was the heart of the city’s booming waterfront
in the early 19" century. The row is also hlstorlcally significant as among the only remnants of
‘Political Row,’ a stretch of homes on East 7™ Street which housed some of New York’s most
important and influential political figures and institutions during the latter half of the century.
Nos. 258-266 East 7" Street have already been identified by the LPC as a potential historic
district eligible for NYCL designation in the East Village/Lower East Side Rezoning EIS and as
having potential archeologlcal sensitivity (see attached). There are additional buildings on the
north side of East 7" Street, including Nos. 271 and 263, which may merit inclusion as well (also
identified in the EIS), but here we will concentrate on the buildings named above.

The Greek Revival brick houses at 258-266 East 7™ Street between Avenue C and Avenue D
retain much of their exceptional and eclectic mid-19" century details. No. 258 and No. 262
feature double doors at their entries, recessed behind molded pilasters and entablatures that have
curved moldings. No. 264 also retains its original entry surround. The lintels are still intact at
No. 258 and No. 262-264, and are unusual with their saw tooth molding and incised ornament.
Nos. 258-264 have magnificent iron railings with swirling horizontal volutes at the top of the
stoop descending to vertical volutes at the sidewalk level. No. 264 has a heavy bracketed
Italianate cornice, likely added in the mid-19™ century. Nos. 258 thru 262 have what appear to
be their original wooden Greek Revival cornices, some with small metal coverings at the top.



The row is historically important as a remnant of the legendary Political Row, the block of
Seventh Street between Avenue C and Avenue D where most of the Eleventh Ward’s and some
of New York’s most important political figures resided. When this thoroughfare was settled
during the 1840’s, the inhabitants of these row houses were sea captains, merchants, factory men
and carpenters employed in the major shipyards to the east known as the Dry Dock District. But
during the latter half of the 19" century the stretch of 7th Street between Avenues C and D
became home to a number of the city’s civic leaders, many of whom were affiliated with the
notorious Tammany Hall. According to The New York Times from 1902, on this section of East
7™ Street “more politicians of every party were born and brought up than on any other street in
this city.” Aldermen, judges, commissioners, controllers, congressmen, district leaders, and
more, from both the Democratic and Republican parties, lived in the fine row houses along this
quiet leafy enclave in the midst of the teeming Dry Dock District. By the turn of the 20"
century, newspaper and magazine articles began to lament the erosion of Political Row, as its
denizens moved away amid the onslaught of tenement construction.

Not only notable for its early history, this distinctive block was profiled in Bernard Rudofsky’s
classic urban planning book, Streets for People: A Primer for Americans (1969) and was the
setting and location for the 1987 popular film, “Batteries Not Included.” Finally, it was the
setting and subject of David Tapper’s 1973 semi-documentary, “The Street of the Flower
Boxes.”

It would be a shame to lose this architecturally and historically significant building and row,
especially as they were identified by the Landmarks Preservation Commission itself as
landmark-eligible. The East Village remains woefully under-landmarked and therefore valuable
historic resources in this area such as these are vulnerable to insensitive alteration and
demolition. In light of the compelling significance of these buildings, their architectural
integrity, and their place in New York City history, as well as the imminent threat to No. 264, we
strongly urge the Commission to move swiftly to consider them for landmark designation.

Sincerely, —

(e g ﬂ\
Andrew Berman— /
Executive Director xecutiye Director
Greenwich Village Society Historic Districts Council
for Historic Preservation

Richard Moses Andrew Coamey
President Board Member
Lower East Side Preservation Initiative East Village Community Coalition




CC:

Borough President Gale Brewer
Council Member Rosie Mendez
State Senator Brad Hoylman
Assemblymember Brian Kavanagh
Community Board #3, Manhattan



Chapter 7: Historic Resources

that would experience incremental ground distutbance are not sensitive for archacological
resoutess due to 20th-century construction disturbance. (Those sites are Projected Development
Site 32 and Potential Development Sites 184, 209, 218, 226, 236, 254, 265, 269, part of 270, 273,
277, 280, 287, 289, 299, and 303.)

The 25 sites identified by LPC comprise 27 tax lots on 17 City blocks and they are shown on
Figure 7-1 and listed in Table 7-1. As requested by LPC, a Phase 1A Archacological Assessment
Report' was prepared for the identified lots and submitted o LPC for review. In an
Environmental Review letter dated April 10, 2008, LPC asked that the draft Phase 1A be revised
to demonstrate that the potential for human remains associated with former cemeteries was
considered and to include a discussion of the burial grounds that were once within the project
arca. In addition, LPC asked for additional information concerning why the construction of small
rear-yard buildings and'or additions without basements was concluded to have destroyed
potential archacological resources on certain sites. The Phase 1A repont was subsequently
revised in consultation with LPC to address the concerns expressed in the Environmental
Review letter. LPC concurred with the conclusions of the revisad report in April 2008,

Table 7-1

Potential Development Sites Identified
by LPC as Having Potential Archaeological Sensitivity

Davelopmant Mol
Sibe ¥ Block Lot Address Sensitive Eansitive Rasource Type
200 452 45 1359 Easl Houston Streat X Humarn remains
pal 458 23 32 East 3rd Streat X 1 Otk-canlufy shaft feallires
213 458 24 14 Easl 3rd Slrsat ] 1Gth-cantury shaft features
214 458 25 i Easl 3rd Streat X 1Eth-cantury shaft featires
pral) 458 35 28 Easl 2nd Slresal X 15th-century shaft feabures
_ Jewish ritual bath and 19
238 373 81 288 East Ird Stras ){ eentury shalt faaluras
4] 376 | 29 740 East 6th Streat LS 1ieh-cantury shaft featuras
243 ITE 21 A5E Easl Tih Sirsal X 18ih=-century shatt features
244 are FIN 264 East Tth Sireat X 1 Bth-century shaft feabures
g3 ATE 25 266 Easl Tth Sirest X 1 Slh-century snaft features
248 are 22 260 East Tth Sireat ® 1Sh-geniury ghaf features |
a4 b i1 23 282 Easl Tth Slreel X 1Eh-canbury shaft lsabures
251 T [F] 271 East Tth Sirgat X {tn-cartury shaft features
258 390 52 207 Easl Tth Sireat .
258 343 71 349 East 10th Stroet X 1§n-caniury shaf ‘saturas
25 435 52 101 Easl Tth Sireat X 19th-cariury shafl ‘aalunes
22 ddd 21 G4 Eas1 3rd Slreal = 138 -canit f ra
213 245 16 100 East 4th Street % "W*bjt“ﬂ'ht'“&"“ e
274 L4t 18 8 East Tih Strant 3 1ith-canuny shaft fastures
ZIA L] S8 T3 5L Mark s Flace E 19th-caniury shafl faaluras
278 A5H 44 10 Easl Ind Strael o
284 458 64 215 East 12th Streat X 19th-caniury shafl faatues
F=r] 372 3 18 Avenue X
ﬂﬁﬁ 372 4 20 Avpnse O S
285 ard 4 £ Avenua - X Jewigh rilual bath
J’Ej 429 43 118 Easl 15l Sireat X 18th-ceniury shafi featunes
Jawiah ritual bath and 19Uh-
200 429 43 108 Easl 15t Stroat X Dﬂl'l'll.ll'_.' Maﬁ{u“rﬁ

' Bergoffen, Celia I., PhD., RP.A.,
Report, April 16, 2008, See Appendix J for the Phase | A report.

F-5

Sources: NYC Landmarks Praservation Commission, Environmantal Review latierg, June 28, 2007 agd Kay 16 2008

Bergofan, Calia J.. PRC., R.P.A Lower Essl Side Rezoning. Phase 1A Archesckgical Assessment Regorl. Apdl 18 2

Lower Egstl Side Rezoning, Phave 1A Archaeological Asseszment



East 'l'ri“I.EEﬂ ower East Side Rezoning EIS

Table 7-3 {cont™d)
Potential Architectural Resources Within the Study Area

Map

Letter’®

Address

NamaTyps and Description

East Village Rezoning Area (cont'd)

00 East 4h Strest

Mission schood for Episcopal Chunch of tha Holy Cross. School and clargy house
built in 1888 for the adiacent {and non-axtant) Episcopal Mission Church of the
Holy Cross. It wea originally run by the Sisters of the Community of St John the
Baptist. The gchool is & S-shary brick byilding with brosnsbone trim, Thene ane
painted-arch entrances on East 4th Street and Avenue C. and the roofine s
charactarized by a saries of gables and tower forms.

G32-652 East Sh Streat

La Plaza Cultural. Community gardan foundad in 1976 on a seras of vacant lots.
The garden features garden plols, mature willows trees planted by Liz Chaisty, and
an amphitheaber constructed with the help of arlist Gordon Matta-Clark, 10 ils carly
yaars, the community and ars grousp CHARAS (who were locatad in Public School
4, #39) built a geodesic dome in the garden with Buckminster Fuller.

145

701 East 8th Streat

Hth Streat Community Garden Park. Community garden foundad in 1978, This
garden festures garden plots and mature willow traas.

146

147

710 East Sih Stresd

T35 East $th Strest

Public Sehool 36, 4-story schoal buill in 1876 in the Romanesqua-Queen Anne
shyla. bt has an H-plan with the courtyards facing east and west. i retains an
alaborate enirance enframement and archas windows, but alterations include
ramaowved cormices and pinnackss and infiled windows.

Factory. Romaneague Revival-alyle factory built prior to 1903, For several decadas
il housed woodwaorking facilites, One of dlew industaal huld'irls: ir the area,

148

138145 Avenue D

Fatory, 5= and B-story brick factory buildings with cast-iran ground floors and
decorative brickwork. The building at 135-141 was part of tha National Biscuit
Company Milk Bone Factory (see #42, Wheatswarth Factory}, and peior o that was
the Crascent Biscult Company by 1803, The building at 143-145 housed iron
warks, ash, and laather indusires in 1903.

149

235 East 71h Slraat

Tanarmen!. S-stony brick tenarment with an intact wood storefront, windows with
sagrmental architraves, and a bracketed comice. This builkding dates ta the 19th
cantury.

253 Emst Tth Straat

Fow housa. 19th-cantury 34-atary brick row houss on a block with saven other
18th-cenlury row houses (8151, 152, and 153} This row house has an unusual
bagernen lavel anirance.

151

263 East Tth Siraat

ltalianate row housa, Italianate 19th-cantury 3i4-siory brick row house with a
sioop, alaborate entranca enframamant, and & brackebad comica.

152

271 East Tth Strast

Row housa. 19ti'w-cantm'_~,- d!d—sl‘.ary brim row housa with 8 Mansard raaf and
arched darmers. : L oM Nouse 5 Eaf

153

208-266 East Tth Sireet

Itsllanm row housas, Fr.la 1Qﬂ1-oemur§,r_ talianate ﬂﬁ—srurg,r brick row houses.
They &ll retain their 51nupr5 and ﬁw.a] enirance anframalmnm solm nnlyr have

parfial cormices.

154

345.347 East b Strest

San Ysidora ¥ San Leandro Orhodox Catholic Church of the Hispanic Rite,
Uniquely designed church that originally housed the Church of 54. Elizabeth of
Hungary. Built 18th century or aarly 20th cenlury prior to 1803, This small church
on & lenement lot has poinlad-arch windows w‘lh hmezh—ntyla banded surrounds,
a small gable, and a cupola. LPC has de gl |03 I e

the efigibility criteria fior SME listing

155

340 East 4th Sirest

Tenemant. B-story brick tanamant built in the 18th cantury. Omamentation includes
stone window architraves, triple-heigni pilasters, arched windows, decorative
panele and a denticulaled comice.

166

285-287 East Ird Sdreet

Greek Revival row houses, Pair of 34-story Greek Revival row houses, They
redain their stops, onginal enfranca enframaments, and comicas. Ona of the 19th-
cantury row housas has an onainal fenca.

7-34
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http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1902/05/11/118469878.html?pageNumber=16

(r.to I.) 258 (red) through 266 East 7th Street. 264 East 7" Street is blue.

i\ }

Iron stop railings with swirling horizontal volutes
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Entry and surround at 258 East 7" Street



260 East 7" Street

Cornice at 260 East 7" Street



262 East 77 Street

Cornice and lintel at 262 East 7" Street



Double wood doors at 262 East 7 Street



Cornice and Windows at 264 East 7" Street



Entry and Surround at 264 East 7'

Window at 264 East 7™ Street



266 East 7" Street



