






  
       
 
August 28, 2008 
 
Ms. Kathy Howe  
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation  
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau  
Peebles Island  
PO Box 189  
Waterford, NY 12188-0189  
 
Dear Ms. Howe, 
 
We write to request that the New York State Historic Preservation Office consider Adas Yisroel 
Anshe Mezritch Synagogue, located at 415 East Sixth Street in Manhattan, eligible for the State 
and National Registers of Historic Places. 
 
The Congregation Mezritch Synagogue is significant not only as it relates to the history of New 
York City, but also as it relates to the greater American immigrant experience. Congregation 
Mezritch is the East Village and Lower East Side’s last operating neoclassical “tenement 
synagogue”, named so for the fact that it fits miraculously into a narrow mid-block lot (in this 
case 22” wide) which would likely have otherwise been filled by a 19  Century tenement. th In the 
late-19th and early-20th Centuries, the areas now known as the East Village and Lower East Side 
of Manhattan were literally filled with synagogues of this kind. Sadly, hardly any survive today to 
remind us of what was perhaps the most significant Jewish community in American history. The 
fact that the Congregation Mezritch Synagogue has not only survived completely intact, but has 
also operated as a shul continuously since its formation, is both rare and remarkable.
 
The sophisticated, ornate façade of Congregation Mezritch Synagogue reflects the high 
aspirations of a congregation of simple means. Like many of the early tenement synagogues, 
Congregation Mezritch Synagogue was built as a dwelling and later converted to a synagogue. 
This conversion, which took place in 1910, cost $15,000. It was performed by the German 
architect and civil engineer Herman Horenburger for the Polish Orthodox Congregation that was 
established in 1888 (anshe Mezritch means people of Mezritch; Mezritch is a town in Poland 
well-known for being a center of Jewish learning).  
 
In altering the building, Horenburger converted it from 3 ½ to 2 ½ stories, and added a stone-and-
brick neoclassical façade. The decorative features chosen demonstrate a desire by the 
congregation to embrace American values while maintaining a sense of tradition. Classical 
Revival elements, such as noble arches and stately pilasters, honor traditional Roman building 
forms typically found on ancient temples and therefore deemed religiously “honorable”. The 
congregation likely took their cues from recent archaeological excavations which revealed 



Jerusalem’s Second Temple as being constructed in this style. Around the same time, the 
neoclassical style was becoming increasing fashionable in America, so its use also demonstrates a 
willingness to embrace a new nationality. Moreover, the round sunburst counterpoint at the top of 
the building, typically found on other tenement buildings in the area, suggests an eagerness to be 
a part of the local community.  
 
Listing on the State and National Registers would allow the building’s owners access to tax 
credits for rehabilitation work, which would help ensure that the building remains an intact 
historic gem situated amidst a rapidly changing landscape. With this letter we are also submitting 
a photo and primary source documents that help define the significance of Congregation Mezritch 
Synagogue. It would be tragic to lose such a rare remnant of an enormously important time 
period. We hope you will expeditiously determine this vital and important piece of American 
history eligible for State and National Register Listing. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Berman 
Executive Director 
Greenwich Village Society for Historic 
Preservation 
 

 

Katherine R. Spaulding 
Managing Director 
East Village Community Coalition 
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