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My name is Thomas K. Duane and I represent New York State’s 29'" Senate District, in which
University Village/Silver Towers is located. Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony
before the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) today.

I wrote a letter to LPC in support of this designation in 2003, and I would like to express my
appreciation to LPC for moving forward with the consideration of this proposal. Located at 100
and 110 Bleecker Street and 505 LaGuardia Place, the buildings that make up University
Village/Silver Towers were designed in 1966 by .M. Pei, one of the era’s most celebrated
architects. Their unusual superblock design truly represents an important moment in the
evolution of Pei’s work and modern design as a whole. The placement of these buildings within
the surrounding landscape and streets is both unique and marvelous. The buildings are an
excellent example of cast-in-place architecture, a form that is rarely used anymore. These are
stylish, visually-arresting buildings that carefully relate to the neighborhood around them.

I believe that it is especially important not only to landmark the University Village/Silver Towers
buildings. but also to landmark the surrounding buildings and the carefully planned landscaping,.
outdoor sculpture and outdoor furniture. Included in Pei’s design is a monumental plaza which
contains a sculpture reinterpreting Pablo Picasso’s Portrait of Sylvette. The resulting Sylvette
was created on the premises by Picasso’s some-time collaborator Carl Nesjar. The sculpture is
an important piece of work in its own right, as well as an integral part of Pei’s design. In order
to preserve Pei’s unique vision and the feel of the superblock design, it is imperative that the
landscaping, outdoor furniture, pathways and the facades of the buildings are protected in the
future.

You will hear near unanimous support today for this designation not only from me but also from
other area elected officials, preservationists, architectural associations, community organizations,
civic leaders and ordinary citizens. I urge you to heed our call for this designation and for your
consideration of the additional surrounding area.
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Thank you for the opportunity today to testify about the proposal to landmark Silver Towers 1
and 2 and 505 LaGaurdia Place, which are located within the boundaries of my Assembly
district. Silver Towers 1 and 2 and 505 LaGuardia Place are an important piece of neighborhood
rich in history and unique in its blend of architecture. They are a strong contributor to this history
and serve as an important example of a mid-20" Century residential complex and thus deserve to

be granted Landmark status.

“University Village,” which includes Silver Towers and 505 LaGuardia Place, was designed by
internationally renowned architect I.M Pei in 1966, and serves as one of the few successful
implementations of the modern superblock in New York City. The use of open space and low-
rise corners on these buildings are integral to the overall sense of place and to the aesthetic
connection with its neighboring blocks. Pablo Picasso’s sculpture, Portrait of Sylvette, and the
landscaping designed by James Freed, including on the site, are important pieces of modern art
that capture the zeitgeist of the time which embraced an expansion of the artistic palette to

include modernistic techniques.

Finally, I also urge you to consider expanding the scope of this application to include the entire
524 superblock in order to preserve the sense of space and corresponding view corridors. These
elements, contributing to the feel of openness of the site, are an important part of Pei’s vision and
must be retained in order to maintain the aesthetic cohesiveness of the whole.

This landmark application has the support of numerous local residents, including unanimous
support from Community Board 2. I strongly urge you to landmark Silver Towers and ensure
that the majesty of this complex will be appreciated for decades to come.
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June 20, 2008

Honorable Robert Tierney

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
One Centre Street, 9 floor

New York, NY 10007

Dear Chairman Tierney:

I write to you today in support of the proposal to grant landmark status to the Silver
Towers/505 LaGuardia complex, scheduled to be heard at the Landmarks Preservation
Commission’s June 24", 2008 meeting.

As you well know, Greenwich Village neighborhoods are starved for open space and
parks. The L.M. Pei designed complex provides not only finely developed architecture but a
residential cultural center in an exceptional environment. The plaza features a Picasso sculpture
on a grassy lawn where children are often seen at play. The broad cement blocks (on north side
of plaza) allow neighbors, who often come from surrounding areas to enjoy the sun, to sit and
relax in front of a tree-lined park area that extends to Bleecker Street.

Village residents and preservationists request that landmark status be granted to the three
towers, the plaza, the Nesjar/Picasso statue, the furniture, and the landscaping including the tree-
lined open space between the Bleecker Street strips and the plaza. An integral part of the design
of the Silver Towers complex is the relationship of open space and view corridors to the built
forms. The surrounding plazas and the view corridors through Greene and Wooster Streets are an
important part of what makes this design so distinctive and successful, and should be preserved.
It is important that the Landmarks Preservation Commission, in their designation, make clear that
these open spaces and view corridors should never be built upon and are intended to be preserved
as part of the landmarks designation. All in all, this famous award winning complex is an
essential Greenwich Village landmark.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and I look forward to your decision at the
June 24™ meeting.

Sincerely,
JERROLD L. NADLER
Member of Congress
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify at this public hearing on the proposed designation of
Silver Towers 1 and 2, and 505 LaGuardia Place.

There is some irony in today’s discussion, as nearly a half-century ago the site was cleared of
streets and potentially landmark-worthy tenements in order to make way for the existing
superblock development. The three towers being considered for landmarking, part of a
development originally known as University Village, were the end product of the hotly-contested
Washington Square Seuth Urban Renewal Plan of 1951, which called for the razing of riearly
every building between Washington Square Park and Spring Street. University Village was
undertaken to relieve NYU’s housing shortage in its transition from a commuter college to a
residential university. What resulted is an outstanding example of tower-in-the-park design, one
of the most influential urban design movements of the 20™ century. The towers help tell the
story of Greenwich Village and are a testament to its architectural and social history.

Designed by renowned architect .M. Pei, University Village is historically significant and
worthy of landmark designation. Strict adherence to the tower-in-the-park paradigm produced a
superb example of the characteristic interplay between high-rise structures on a landscaped plaza
at the center, with low-rise structures and open space at its perimeter. The intention of this
design was not only to maximize light and air for the residents of the towers, but also to provide
for a smoother transition to the low-rise neighborhood surrounding it. Integral to the site plan
are several one-story accessory buildings located along the edges of the development to
complement the historic scale and urban fabric of the Village. The community gardens and open
space are similarly essential components of the streetscape as a whole.

The superiority of Pei’s plan, however, goes beyond the physical design of the three towers and
their immediate grounds. The residential amenities provided in the plan — such as local
shopping, open space and services — have contributed to the overall livability of the area, making
it one of the borough’s most successful neighborhoods. Landmarking, therefore, is only the first
step for managing growth and development in this area. The overall site plan’s relation to the
proposed South Village Historic District and the retention of residential amenities like affordable
grocery stores must continue to be prioritized as we take additional steps in comprehensive

planning.
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As part of my Community Taskforce on NYU Development, we created a process to engage the
university in a community-based planning dialogue. These discussions have and must continue
to emphasize the basic elements of livable neighborhoods, including affordable grocery stores
and useable recreational spaces. NYU’s past mistakes must not be repeated on this site. Any
redevelopment plans must adhere to the community’s planning principles, and must reflect an
on-going dialogue with residents of the Silver Towers, 505 LaGuardia Place, Washington Square
Village, and other impacted neighbors. Anything less would be unacceptable.

I urge the Commission to designate the University Village a New York City landmark.

Thank you for considering my testimony.



