Greenwich
Village
Society for
Historic

Preservation

252 East 11th Street
New York, New York 10003

(212) 475-9585
fax: (212) 475-9582

www.gvshp.org

¢ Director

Andrew Berman

Arthur Levin

Vice-Presidents
Linda Yowell
Leslie Mason

Arbie Thalacker

tary / Treasurer

Katherine Schoonover

Mary Ann Arisman
John Bacon
Penelope Bareau
Kate Bostock Shefferman
Elizabeth Ely
Cassie Glover
Justine Leguizamo
Ruth McCoy

Vals Osborne
Andrew S. Paul
Cynthia Penney
Robert Rogers
Jonathan Russo
Allan G. Sperling
Judith Stonehill
Fred Wistow

F. Anthony Zunino III

{dvisor
Kent Barwick

Joan K. Davidson
Christopher Forbes
Margaret Halsey Gardiner
Elizabeth Gilmore

Carol Greitzer

Tony Hiss

Martin Hutner

James Stewart Polshek
Elinor Ratner

Henry Hope Reed

Martica Sawin Fitch
Anne-Marie Sumner
Calvin Trillin
Jean-Claude van Ttallie
George Vellonakis

Vicki Weiner

Anthony C. Wood

TESTIMONY OF THE GREENWICH VILLAGE SOCIETY
FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
IN OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED REZONING
OF ST. VINCENT’S HOSPITAL EAST CAMPUS
March 6, 2012

Good morning Councilmembers. My name is Andrew Berman, and | am the Executive
Director of the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation. GVSHP is the
largest membership organization in Greenwich Village, the East Village, and NoHo, and
works to preserve the history and character of our neighborhoods.

We strongly urge you to vote no on the proposed rezoning application. The proposal
would upzone the site to give Rudin Management almost all the additional bulk and
special zoning considerations granted to St. Vincent’s Hospital in 1979 for the
development of new hospital buildings. In this case, however, the additional bulk and
special zoning considerations would go toward enabling the construction of 450
private, luxury condos and high-end retail space.

No matter how you slice it, no matter how many side agreements are attached to it,
no matter how nice a park may come with it, this is simply wrong — it’s wrong for this
site, it's wrong for this neighborhood, and it’s wrong for New York City. Special zoning
considerations granted for a facility which served such a necessary public service as a
hospital should never be passed along for a development which provides no such
similar public service, as would essentially be done in this case. | hope the City Council
will understand and defend this important principle, which if undone could have huge
ramifications for future development in our neighborhood and our city.

Aside from these fundamental issues, | must point out that the proposed condo
development would also be inappropriately large and out of scale for the
neighborhood, and result in the unnecessary and undesirable demolition of the Reiss
building on 12" Street. There is no support in this neighborhood for this demolition or
this scale of development.

Finally, should the triangle park be developed, and | will stress again here that we do
NOT believe that the currently proposed rezoning should be approved, there are
certain principles we believe must be respected. We believe that this should be a
green neighborhood park welcoming to all types of users, with open entrances on
each corner. We believe that there should be assurances that any park will be publicly
accessible and adequately maintained in perpetuity. And we also feel that any park
design can and should integrate elements which mark and commemorate the impact
of the AIDS epidemic upon this community and this city, and the important role that
St. Vincent’s Hospital and the Greenwich Village community played in response to that
epidemic. We believe these two goals can and should be compatible, especially if the
process for arriving at a final design is one which is public and involves community
participation.



| know that this is not an easy application for you to consider, and that no doubt there
is tremendous pull from powerful real estate interests and politicians to approve it.
But | hope you will do what is right not only for our neighborhood but for New York
City as a whole, and vote no on this proposed rezoning.



