
 
June 2, 2006 
  
 
Amanda Burden 
Chair 
New York City Department of City Planning  
22 Reade Street  
New York, NY 10007 
  
 
Dear Chair Burden:  
 
As the State Senator for the Northwest portion of the East Village, I appreciate that the New 
York City Department of City Planning has been working with the Community Board and local 
community groups like the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation (GVSHP) to 
examine the possibility of a contextual rezoning of the East Village.  This rezoning would 
preserve the scale, character, and affordable housing stock of the East Village, and prevent 
inappropriate and out-of-scale development.  
 
As part of this potential rezoning, I encourage City Planning to include the Third Avenue 
corridor and the blocks to the west.  These blocks are some of the most vulnerable in the 
neighborhood to out-of-scale development.  Unless this area is included in the rezoning under 
discussion, or is swiftly rezoned separately, such inappropriate development as the planned 26-
story NYU dorm on East 12th Street will only continue.   
 
Given my concerns, I strongly support the resolution passed by Community Board #3 and 
recommended by the GVSHP, calling upon City Planning to include the Third Avenue corridor 
and the blocks directly to the west in the rezoning plan currently being considered.  That said, I 
thank you for starting the process of discussing a contextual rezoning of the East Village and 
look forward to working with you and community groups to see it become a reality. 
  
Sincerely,  

  
Thomas K. Duane 
New York State Senator 
29th District  


