
      $1,000 Patron         $500 Sponsor         $250 Sustainer        $100 Contributor       $75 Family/Dual  

   $50 Basic/Individual         Other $                      $25 Gift Membership: Special Offer for Members! Put Recipient’s Name Below.       

  I am already a member but would like to contribute $                        .     To use a credit card, just go to www.gvshp/membership.htm. 
 
 

Name                                                                                                                                   Phone

Address                                                                                                                                 E-mail  

Return this form with your check to Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation, 232 East 11th Street, New York, New York 10003.

New membership benefits include a 28-page self-guided walking tour booklet of Gansevoort Market; invitations 
to our many lectures, programs, and walking tours (in many cases free or at a reduced rate); free access to the 

Society’s research sources; regular issues of our newsletter; a free six-month subscription to The Villager news-
paper.  Most important, your support will make GVSHP a more effective preservation leader.  The Society 
also invites members to give memberships to friends and neighbors for only $25. (That’s half price!) Please 
use the form below, and we will send a lovely gift packet, informing the recipient of this thoughtful gift.  Give 
at the $100 level or above, and you’ll receive a free set of Greenwich Village notecards.  Give at the $500 
level or above, and you’ll receive an invitation to a special thank-you event at a unique Village location.

YES! I will support the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation and its preservation work:

transatlantic telephone; and Weehawken Street, believed to be the shortest street in New York, and Charles Lane, 
believed to have the oldest cobblestones of any street in the city.  GVSHP is working diligently to muster support from 
neighborhood, City, State, and National preservationists and leaders for this proposal, and is urging the LPC to move 

forward in protecting its historic resources.  To support this effort, go to www.gvshp.org/letters4-21-04.htm
GVSHP has also formulated a proposal to rezone the Far West Village, to ensure that any new development more closely matches the scale 

and character of the area than many of the recent  high-rise, setback tower developments we have seen.  This rezoning proposal was submitted to 
the City in September, with the goals of: 1) reducing the overall bulk of allowable new development, 2) using contextual zoning to impose height limits 
and require new buildings match the traditional streetscape, and 3) 
maintain the unique and intimate scale of streets like Weehawken 
Street and Charles Lane. 

Currently, zoning in the Far West Village allows a variety of 
different types and scales of development.  Some of the area allows 
very large buildings, and none of the area has prohibitions upon 
either setback towers (which allows new developments to build 
higher) or accumulating unlimited development rights on one site.  
Each are ways that very tall towers, like the recent Meier buildings 
or the Memphis at Charles and 
Washington, have been built.  
However, by utilizing contextual 
zoning, we can ensure that any 
new development does meet the 
street (rather than sitting back 
on a plaza and piling their mass 
up higher), meets height limits 
appropriate to the area, and does 
not take unlimited development rights from other nearby sites, which 
increases the size and bulk of developments.  

The city is currently analyzing this proposal, and we expect to 
meet with them soon to develop specific zoning recommendations.  While the all-important final outcome remains to be seen, we are happy to report 
that at Mayor Bloomberg’s Town Hall meeting in Greenwich Village in August, City Planning Chair Amanda Burden stated that she looked forward to 
receiving and working on this proposal, and was positively inclined towards rezoning the area.  Her office has been extremely helpful in moving this 
process along, and we look forward to the results.  State Senator Duane, Councilmember Quinn, Assemblymember Glick, Congressmember Nadler, and 
Councilmember Gerson have also supported this effort.

Robin J. H. Maxwell
Ruth McCoy
Peter Mullan
Andrew S. Paul
Jonathan Russo
Judith Stonehill
Arbie Thalacker
George Vellonakis
Vicki Weiner
Fred Wistow
Linda Yowell
F. Anthony Zunino III

Executive Director 
Andrew Berman

President
Elizabeth Ely

Vice-Presidents
Mary Ann Arisman
Arthur Levin

Secretary/Treasurer
Katherine Schoonover

Trustees
Penelope Bareau
Meredith Bergmann
Jo Hamilton
Jan Hashey

GVSHP kicked off its campaign to save the Far West Village from 
inappropriate development at the beginning of this year with three 
goals: 1) Protect historically and architecturally significant properties in 
the area through landmarking, 2) Change zoning in the area to prevent 
out-of-scale new construction, and 3) Overturn a City ruling allowing 
as-of-right high-rise residential development in manufacturing zones 
of the Far West Village and elsewhere.  Following our victory on the 
third goal this Spring (see Spring 2003 newsletter at www.gvshp.org/
newscurrent.htm or www.gvshp.org/848DOBruling.htm), GVSHP has 
set its sights upon landmarking and zoning changes to protect the area.

Toward that end, GVSHP has submitted an extremely detailed 
landmarking proposal to the Landmarks Preservation Commission 

(LPC) cataloguing every historic building in the area west of the Greenwich Village Historic District between Horatio and 
Barrow Streets, the area of the Far West Village we had identified as most vulnerable as well as containing some of the 
Village’s most significant historic structures.  This proposal, including over 100 buildings and the streetbeds of two very 
important historic streets, can be found on our website at www.gvshp.org/protectingFWV.htm, including maps, photos, and 
historic data. Special thanks go to former GVSHP executive director Regina Kellerman, whose groundbreaking 1986 study, 
The Architecture of the Greenwich Village Waterfront, provided much of the data and grounding for this proposal.  The area 
contains more than 20 early 19th century and 35 late 19th century structures; more than 20 houses and a dozen former 
stables; four former seamen’s hotels and three monumental industrial structures; the last wood frame house built in Lower 
Manhattan and the site of the invention of the transistor, chain broadcasting, and the 
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2005: Our 25thAnniversary

Far West Village 
Campaign Goes into 
High Gear

New Landmark and Zoning 

Push Follows Initial Victory

continued on page seven

In 2003, GVSHP joined the New York Landmarks Conservancy (NYLC) 
in identifying and calling for the landmarking of 13 unprotected federal-
era (1790-1835) rowhouses in Lower Manhattan (see www.gvshp.org/
federalrowhouses.htm).  There are more than 100 such 
unprotected houses in Lower Manhattan, and GVSHP 
began a study in 1995 of these wonderful relics 
(funded in part by Preserve 
NY, a grant program of the 
Preservation League of New 
York State and the New York 
State Council on the Arts) 
to protect this invaluable but 

fragile and class of buildings.  That study was continued and greatly expanded by former GVSHP 
staffer and scholar Susan DeVries. GVSHP members and supporters heeded our call and sent 
hundreds of letters and e-mails to the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) in support of 
this “13” proposal.

The effort has borne fruit.  On June 8th, the LPC voted to landmark three of these houses, 
127-131 MacDougal Street, built in 1829. These houses, featured in the Fall 2003 issue of our 
newsletter (see www.gvshp.org/newscurrent.htm), were of particular concern to GVSHP due 
to their location, collective formation of a large potential development parcel, and speculation that NYU was seeking to 
purchase at least one of the houses (GVSHP urged the University not to take any actions which would endanger the 
houses).  The victory was particularly sweet given that these three houses were first 

Three Down, 
Two on Deck, 
Eight to Go

Plan to Protect 13 

Federal Houses Advances

continued on page seven

Far West Village
from page one

heard by the LPC in 1966, but were never designated. On May 18th, the LPC held a hearing on 4 St. Mark’s Place in 
the East Village, another of our 13 federals. GVSHP and NYLC helped generate a very strong showing in support of 
designation at the hearing.  Designation would not only protect this house, but also add to the very small number of 

protected sites in the East Village. A vote is expected soon.  And on June 21, 67 Greenwich Street, another of the 13 proposed houses, was put on the 
LPC calendar, the first step towards a hearing.

The remaining houses are still unprotected, however, as are 4 St. Mark’s and 67 Greenwich until designation is approved.  In a July meeting, Chair 
Robert Tierney told GVSHP that the LPC was actively looking at the remaining houses from our proposal, and indicated that further movement could 
be forthcoming soon.  Please thank the LPC for their votes to landmark the 3 federal houses, but also urge them to move forward on the remaining 10; 
sample letters and contact info are available on our website at www.gvshp.org/macdougalletter.htm. This effort is also supported by State Senator Tom 
Duane, Assemblymember Deborah Glick, and Councilmembers Christine Quinn, Alan Gerson, and Margarita Lopez.

Federal Houses
from page one

Support 
Preservation:

Join the 
Society

57 Sullivan Street, 
one of  13 vulnerable 
federal houses 
proposed for 
landmarking

Director of  Preservation Advocacy
Melissa Baldock

Director of  Operations
Stephen Layne White

Office Manager
Meredith Donnelly

The Greenwiich Village Society for Historic 
Preservation was founded in 1980 to preserve 
the architectural heritage and cultural history 
of the Village.

The GVSHP office can be reached by 
phone at (212) 475-9585, by e-mail at 
gvshp@gvshp.org, and by postal mail at 
232 East 11th Street, New York, New York 
10003. The Society can be found on the web 
at www.gvshp.org.

GVSHP Executive Director 
Andrew Berman and over 
120 supporters, including 
State Senator Tom Duane, 
rallied at City Hall to call 
for preservation of  the Far 
West Village

  Discovering Greenwich Village. A 12-page activity book for children 

ages seven to twelve.  $3 plus 60-cents shipping.

  The Greenwich Village Waterfront, An Historic Study. A 46-page 

booklet.  $5 plus 60-cents shipping.

  Greenwich Village T-shirt. A white t-shirt with green lettering. GVSHP 

logo on the front, with a list of famous Village residents on the back. In M, L, 

and XL (please circle one). $15 plus $2.50 shipping.

  Save Gansevoort Market T-shirt. A white t-shirt with a red Save 

Gansevoort Market logo on the front.  In M, L, and XL (please circle one). $15 

plus $2.50 shipping.

   Set of  Greenwich Village Notecards. Eight cards and envelopes 

featuring images from GVSHP’s photograph archive.  $8 plus $1 shipping.

  Greenwich Village Waterfront Poster. A full-color 16-by-24-inch poster 

featuring photographs of architectural details from waterfront buildings. $5 

plus $2 shipping.

  Save Gansevoort Market. A 28-page walking-tour booklet. Free plus 

60-cents shipping charge.

PLEASE NOTE:  When you order a gift, please check the box or put in the 

number of items you want.  Write your name and address in the form above if 

they are different than they appear on your check.

7

And order these gifts from the Society:

Greenwich Village Society 
for Historic Preservation
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